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VETERAN AFFAIRS
AUGUST 5
VIDEOTAPE:
ORANGE: THE DEADLY FOG"
PRODUCED BY WBBM-TV, CBS AFFILIATE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
CHAIRMAN RICHARD E. FLOYD
Affairs.

•

Select Committee on Veterans

This morning we're

testimony as relates

to the effects of

My name

Floyd.

Assemblyman Curtis Tucker

gentlemen in the good-

looking sport coat is

San Diego, and Cathie Wright

our member from Simi Val

Southern

The effects
medical society.

s

ust becoming known to our

There's a lot of debate over what is and what isn't.

The Veterans Administrat
chloracne.

To my right is

Some of us

compensation is recognizing

s

l that

more problems created

a

by Agent Orange.
What we are
be the responsibility of
California.

•

islature is, what should

as a
State

We have one

a to the veterans of

As

through the Legislature

Nolan making its way

is an out-reach program.

then we had testimony

We are looking--

last week--we had a member

Ca i

11 providing a wide ranging

of the Texas Legislature who
group of services to

vets

to

Orange

the State

of Texas.
has been

We know that Cali
history in providing
Department.

s

terans.

We also are aware that that

the forefront throughout
We do have a Veteran's
like many other

agencies has been severely restricted on budgetary problems in the
last budget.
What we're looking at today is simply, what some of the
effects are and how we can provide a program in line with what other
states are doing, what this state should be doing, and coordinate with
the Federal government--the Veterans Administration on that particular
program.
There's nothing more serious to many Vietnam vets than the
absolute fear of the effects of Agent Orange.

We know that Agent Orange

does have some effects we don't know what all of those effects are.

We

do know that an increasing number of Vietnam vets have reacted to what
they rightly or wrongly believe was an Agent Orange reaction.
In Sacramento, just this last weekend, we had a Vietnam vet
that engaged in a shoot-out with a District Attorney's investigator who
was trying to serve a minor warrant.

Statements attributed to this

veteran in the press indicated that he felt that he was suffering from
effects of Agent Orange; that if anybody came after him, he was going
to take one or two of them before he went, and he did that.

He was

killed in the ensuing fire fight, and I personally think that's just
another suicide on behalf of one more veteran.
I think if we can start with testimony this morning ... who's
first?

Manny Val, Director of Veterans ... he's not here yet.
Mr. William Barker, Service Officer of Disabled American

Veterans of California.

Mr. Barker.

Mr. Dave Schrier.

Dave.

Mr. Barker hasn't arrived yet.

Nobody is accustomed to a Legislative

hearing starting anywhere on time.
Mr. Robert Greene.

Are you on the right agenda?
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(Laughter) .

Would
you l

to

just

a seat--one
tocol

sel

f

th
You're on

Joe.
to

MR.

thrown at

Nam,

s

year

'67.

s last

s

year and a hal

heavy.

What I mean

May

of '80, I was

I've

been to

different

diagnosis.
fac

a government

i

go to a pr

phys

V.

of

• has

uc

too, isn't i
f

MR.

over

_,

younger
the I Core.

his
with a

rs

8

Nam
he

l

so

After

is broken
the

My

seems l

her hands

and

s

t

on

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

The Veterans Administration has not recognized

your •.. as a chloracne condition of yet?
MR. VALENZUELA:
V.A. anymore.

It's just too much of a hassle to go to the

I just went over there last week for medication.

had lost my records.

They

They recommended some off-the-wall ointment that

just irritates my skin, so I choose not to use anything right now until
I have another exam.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Mr. Tucker.

ASSEMBLYMAN CURTIS TUCKER:

I
Mr. Valenzuela, did they ever do

any blood workup on you, since you got out of the service?
MR. VALENZUELA:

Yes, when Agent Orange was exposed in '78--

the chemical was brought to light that all the vets were exposed, I
went in
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

You personally, did they do a blood

workup on you when you went in with the rash?
MR. VALENZUELA:

Yes, I went to the V.A.

I have a 100% service

disconnected disability, and I go in every year for an evaluation and
a complete physical.

They do blood and they do everything, a full

examination on me every year.
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
MR. VALENZUELA:

Yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
connected disability?

You have a disability now?

You have a disability now of 100% service

This is a little personal but is it related to

Agent Orange?
MR. VALENZUELA:

I don't know, I have my doubts about it.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
disability?

But they did see fit to give you 100%

And that is an unusual thing, and it was solely connected

to the problems you feel you have from exposure to Agent Orange?

- 4 -

and

of my

vision

I

to veterans
hospital,

just a

regular ...
had some
student

, so I

go to my own pr
I've

treatments

And

just
sed your case

as
MR

had pr

physic

diagnos

the

problems

skin ...
?

all
of the other
They are go

but none
reaction.
members have

any quest
to pursue ...

MR.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Is it because of what you said the

flash as far as your eye sight was concerned, is that your disability?
MR. VALENZUELA:

Yes ma'am.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

You went to a personal physician, you

said?
MR. VALENZUELA:

I've seen different physicians, dermatologists.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

What is the dermatologist's diagnosis

as far as your skin condition?
MR. VALENZUELA:

Different diagnosis.

They tell me it's

psoriasis, others say something else, they say it's fungus, or what have
you.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

They haven't called this acne condition?

At any time you haven't had a diagnosis of just a plain acne condition?
MR. VALENZUELA:

No. No. When I went into the service, the

only thing I had was a bad case of dandruff, other than I was ... I had
20/20 vision, I was physically fit and healthy.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. VALENZUELA:

Snow on your top coat, huh!

That's it.

And when I was over there in '67,

I went in when I was 18, just turned 18 and in '67 I was 19, stepping
on 20.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. VALENZUELA:

How long did you serve?

Four years.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. VALENZUELA:
ASSEMBLYW0~1AN

Four years.

'67 ...

From '65 to '69.

WRIGHT:

MR. VALENZUELA:

From what?

From '65 to '69.

I did my time in Nam from '67 to '68.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Forgive me, but you're a Disabled

Veteran Outreach Representative.

Do you belong to the DVOP Program?
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MR. VALENZUELA

Yes

ma'am

ASSEMBLYWOMAN

do?

MR.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN
MR

Francisco o

f

Are

VALENZUELA:

s,

1

that ...

'am.

ASSEMBLYWQIIifAN

1 in that program.

You'll

be taking the so-called te
MR.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

ASSEMBLY~~N

TUCKER:

0 K.

You

ity, and

a 100%

was

due to blindness?
MR. VALENZUELA:

Yes,

ASSEMBLYMAN
now, or how

of

s

Now

s
sion
now?

0

MR.

I count

is

fingers at two or
see part of the l

partially restored

ft eye, and my right eye, I can
o

ASSEMBLYMAN

are continuous

you with the poss

di

reexamining

, or is this

intent?
MR. VALENZUELA

The VA .... I don't know how they go about

their setting
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER
MR.
they can screw you

they know.

I

s

with them, O.K.
sure as hell

If

going to go

for it.
ASSEMBLYMAN

just giving you some point ...

MR. VALENZUELA:

I was discharged out of the Marine Corps in

'69 with a 100% disability.

After a year of coming to the V.A., I was

knocked down to 40% because of not knowing how they do their examinations.
I had doctors waving that left field and I could see their left hand,
and if they put the
I couldn't see it.

face right in front of me, a foot away from me
And this was a rating exam and they wouldn't tell

me what they ... what the exam was.

Now they were examining me, the

rating is on my central acuity and they were giving me a field
examination.
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

Now you have brothers that went to Nam?

Neither of them were exposed to ...
MR. VALENZUELA:

My younger brother was.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

Does he have the same condition that

you have now?
MR. VALENZUELA:

No, he just has it on his buttocks.

He's

had it diagnosed by a doctor there in Madera as some kind of plant in
East Asia.

His never heals up.

Mine heals up.

I was at U.C. Medical,

like I said, in '75 and '76, and I had three weeks of intensive treatment
of ultra violet lights, tar treatment, oatmeal baths and the side effect
was dark skin pigments and that is completely all over my body.

Now,

my face hasn't completely healed up, right here on where my glasses
ride.

I still have it behind my ears, that never clears up.
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

Prior to going to Nam, did you have any

sort of skin infection?
MR. VALENZUELA:

Yes, I had dandruff ...

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
MR. VALENZUELA:

Did you have acne?

No.

-

R -

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
MR. VALENZUELA:

For

No, I

ASSEMBLYMAN
you were 17

tance, you didn't have that?
, also when I went ...

No

t cause it.

went

MR. VALENZUELA

E

ASSE1t1BLYJ\1AN TUCKER:

Well, you know some kids 18

that creates some

do have acne
a severe case.

ems with them if

MR. VALENZUELA:

No.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Any

Robert

's

none

But

I'd like to introduce

?

Tom Hannigan our As

Forum.

You s

also ...

z,

to the American G. I.

Bob.
John F
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

Mr.

we are recording, may

we ask those witnesses who are

, to pull the mike

forward, so that it can be
Yes.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD

Now if you'll give your name and your

address, please.
Yes,

MR. JOHN FIELDS
1008 20th Street

Fields, I 1

name is

Santa

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. FIELDS:

You almost have to lean into these, John.

0. K.

with quite a number of

We're

one small sector.

problems, all lumped
what went wrong in

and

is

When we start looking at
's been fifteen years
is still over there.

since I came home and I'm not home
I had to start looking at del
Orange.

at

It may cause

s

stress and how it is related to Agent
it may cause that.
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But it's the confus

that is for me at the crux of the problem.

Right from the beginning

Vietnam was ... I mean it was an unpopular war.
that.

It was an

war ...

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
MR. FIELDS:

Mr. Fields.

Yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
of Agent Orange.

There is no way around

Do you have any clinical manifestations

Do you have any visible symptoms or have you had any

sible symptoms of Agent Orange?
MR. FIELDS:

Yes.

For my beliefs, yes.

For the V.A. 's

belief, who knows?
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

I would like to know what is that clinical

evidence that you were effected by Agent Orange?
MR. FIELDS:

O.K., while I was in Vietnam ... I was in Vietnam

from June, 1965, to July, 1966,--I served in Qui-Nhon, Da Nang, Hue,
up at the m-1z ••• We were sprayed heavily.

The Marine Corps, fortunately,

from what I've seen from the Comptroller General's Report, did keep
fairly good records.

You can trace our particular troop movements

right with where they were spraying.
While we were there we suffered from just ... At one point we
went into a new area.
"dysentery".

All of a sudden everybody came down with quote

We were vomiting very badly.

The diarrhea was just running us out.
fifteen pounds in about a week.

The headaches were incredible.

We were depleted.

I lost about

Right after that while we were still

going through this, we all--I say all, the vast majority of us had open
sores all over our body that they turned and said, "Aw that's because
you've got dirty blood.

You know, this is a dirty country."

I'd take

a look at it, and I'd see what the symptoms of chemical poisoning are.
I see what happens to skin when it is exposed to a chemical like Agent

- 10 -

Orange.

Our exposure ...
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

What year were you discharged from the

service?
MR. FIELDS:

In 1968.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

Have you had any of these sores on your

body ...
MR. FIELDS:

Yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
MR. FIELDS:

Yes, they recur.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
MR. FIELDS:

since that time?

How often do they recur?

Probably about once every three or four months.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

Have you compared yours, with other

persons who were in Vietnam?
MR. FIELDS:

Yes, I have.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
MR. FIELDS:

And

's similar to that?

Yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

And you do have a record at the Veterans

Hospital or at some doctor's office that you went to after you broke out
with these rashes?
MR. FIELDS:

You have to understand, the V.A. hospital system

did not want to hear from us.

We'd walk in and say something is wrong,

and they would say, "So".
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

Did you go to any other physicians, other

than the Veterans Administration?
MR. FIELDS:

Yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

Yes, I have.
Did they make a diagnosis of your skin

condition?

- 11 -

MR. FIELDS:

They didn't know ... the doctors that I have seen

have said they didn't know what it was.
of
you know, you

They say it obviously is a

sort, which

of covers everything.

And,

a little bit of salve to stop the itch, but the real

point to it though, is that we should not have to go to an outside
physician to get examined.
hospital

syst~m

We should not have to do that, the V.A.

set up for veterans, World War II, World War I,

Korea, Vietnam.
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

Maybe it's service connected, is that

not correct?
MR. FIELDS:
isn't there?

Is

or isn't it?

From all reports it is.

There's a question there,

The least that they could do

would be to try to find out, instead of ...
I went for my Agent Orange testing out at the Lorna Linda
Hospital a few

ago.

I walked

a little bit of blood, a ur

, they took a couple chest X-rays,

lysis and that's it.

From all reports,

dioxion is stored in the fatty tissue, you cannot discover anything
about the fatty tissue from a blood sample.
ASSm-1BLYMAN TUCKER:
MR. FIELDS:

You can't?

From what I've been told, you can't.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

Well, I beg to differ, you've been told

something wrong.
MR. FIELDS:

You can take different series of test ...

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
and do almost anything with it.

You can take different samples of blood
I'm very much interested in Agent

Orange and the effect that it did have on our boys in Vietnam.

I'm

interested in knowing how those persons are being effected, now and
after they were discharged from the service.
- 12 -

And, in fact, if anyone

did diagnose them as having been exposed to Agent Orange?

And the

reason that I'm concerned about it 1 is because we're having the Medfly
spraying now, that could

some

se people, fifteen, or ten

years, or five years from now.

This is the reason why I'm trying to

find out whether you have had any clinical manifestation of any skin
eruptions since you came out of the

that somebody diagnosed or

told you, or you believe that it came from Agent Orange.
The young man, Valenzula, who spoke before, he has definite
evidence that he was exposed to something because the rashes are coming
back to him every now and then.

And it had to be something, because

he had nothing when he went into the service.

You see, we can always

make complaints about the Veterans Administration, and we know that
the service once you're discharged does not provide good medical
service to veterans or retirants.

I'm a retired military person and

it's impossible for me to walk into a

inic and see a physician unless

I'm damn near dead, you see.
MR. FIELDS:

Isn't that a shame.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
want to belabor the point.

Yes,

's a shame.

But then, I don't

I want to know if you have been effected

by Agent Orange?
MR. FIELDS:

Yes, I have.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

O.K.

That's the only thing I'm trying

to get at.
MR. FIELDS:

You see the whole thing to it is when we walk

into a hospital--into a V.A. hospital, and say, "I'm a Vietnam veteran
and I have a problem 11

•

It's very strange.

they ... the people I've talked to deal

th it, is just so totally

different than if a World War II vet walks
- 13 -

There's ... The way that

and says, "I have a problem .

I've seen it.

When I break out with these sores, and I think in my mind

''what is it?"

Now see, growing up I was never ill.

You a

Mr. Valen

acne, I never had acne.

I had no problems.
While in Vietnam

the whole upper part

my body was just one giant, open sore.

there, while I was

, infected me.

what it is?

Something

What I would like to know is

The confusion, the mental anguish that goes on with all of

this, with all of these hearings, and with all of the publicity, and
the V.A. turning around and making just completely idiotic
statements as far as I feel, as far as the vast majority of people feel.
You know it's like Dr. Spivey, the man who's going to ... is suppose to
design a study, an epidemiological study for the V.A., and then turns
around and bases his study on the fact that "the ground troops really
weren't exposed".
lying to us.

I mean, gee whiz, we know we were.

I mean they've got to be.

up there and say that?

Somebody is

I mean how can somebody stand

We know we were, we were sprayed on.

like all this stink real

You know,

comes down to is, why do we have to fight

to get some recognition.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Mr. Fields, when was the last time you had

an outbreak of the rashes or sores?
MR. FIELDS:

It is just now subsiding.

portion of it started about three weeks ago.

As far as a major

It usually lasts just

about a month.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. FIELDS:

How frequently?

About every third or fourth month.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

You've been with the V.A. hospital or any

other ... you've had some experience with the V.A. hospital as I recall
from previous testimony.
MR. FIELDS:

Yes, I have.

- 14 -

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Mr. Tucker.

I was an

MR. FIELDS:
unit at Lorna Linda

in the alcoholic treatment

for

le I was there, they

asked me in the triage, they asked me what my problems were?
"That I'm aware of, bl

ulcers, lower intestinal tract problems,

severe loss of hearing, I've got an
my ears every minute of
much an alcoholic.
Vietnam.

I said,

day.

ible high-pitched ringing in

I have a very bad back and I'm very

I have been a

ing alcoholic since I was in

Half way through Vietnam is when I started drinking.
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

be caused in combat.

Well, we know that a lot of problems can

We know that a lot of problems can be caused by

drinking that water, you know in World War II, we drank, some of ours ...
some of our kids drank buzz-bomb fluid.

It was sort of an alcohol and

a lot of them went blind.
I was in China,

years

case of diarrhea you've ever seen

and came down with the darnnest
life.

I

lt good afterwards,

because I lost about 10 pounds, and I've gained it back already.
things were caused by me

These

I guess some of the frustration you feel is

also in the hospital too, because the doctors don't know what they are
treating.

There has been no de

study into the results of Agent

Orange, they probably not ...
I think Dow Chemical Company should come up with something
that will cure, counteract
MR. FIELDS:

effect of

Orange ...

I'll agree with that one, totally .

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

... and I think this is what you're

seeing in the Veterans hospital with so many young people going in
there with those cl

manifestations of Agent Orange, as a lot of
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people call it, and they don't know what the hell to do about it.
This could be it.

And then the Veterans Administration hospital really

were not set up to

all things, to all patients.

I think if I went

to the Veterans, and I was, you know, 20 years in the service and I went
to the Veterans Administration hospital they would probably toss me out.
They really can't deal with all of it, I think some of it has been
borne outside

the Veterans facilities.

You don't know of any studies

that have been conducted to determine what can be done for those people
who were exposed to Agent Orange, you don't know of any studies?
MR. FIELDS:

Not that I know of, no.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
MR. FIELDS:

That's the frustrations.

Oh, really, tell me about it!

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
MR. FIELDS:

You talk about ...

... or how to diagnose it, or how ...

I was exposed to it.

You know, it's like there's

a great possibility that any children that I may have may be deformed.
This is a recurring pattern.

These are facts, out there, that guys come

home and they foster very badly deformed children.

Woman that are

exposed ... that it's obviously much worse for the woman.

But everybody

turns around and says, "We have no definitive study, so we'll keep on
using it until we do".

There's such a great correlation here.

Why

can't people just see the mass of information that says, "Whoa, something
is wrong!

Let's stop here and find out exactly what it is.

Let's

actually do an all-out effort to find out, because it is affecting us
here today, because it is being used here today."

Agent Orange in

California--they use over 2 1/2 million pounds a year.

I mean it goes

on and on, there is a great correlation between the Vietnam veteran and
the American people.

When I was in the hospital, on the psychiatric

ward, and the vast majority, way over 75% of us in there were Vietnam
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veterans.

I wanted to

told me to

to

st about Vietnam, he

to a

, talk to one

patients over

to deal

the
it

And that's a
Mr.
make.

You know, we're

some suggestions to

a lot

, and we know that

there is a problem, a real

I

government financed a

program to

of Laetr le

and they came up wi
of cancer.

Why

it had no eff

whatsoever in the treatment

, can't we do it

medical teaching schools and

those same institutions, those
Appropriate some money.

a

We know we have some money 1
two schools that

treatment of cancer,

, not

ted

much.

Lae

And

to those

do a study on Agent

s

Orange and the

to come up with
that as soon

something that
as we come back

to our consultants
to do some

and getting them to
good; because we're hear
of documented

that

in females and males
there is a

cause a

etnam and
.
_l
l

1

MR. FIELDS:

There has been a lot

a 1

We know

s
s

l

That s for sure.

ASSEMBLYMAN

one

why the federal

Yeah

ASSEMBLYMAN

f

And
and see

can get some money from var

reasons

to relate to it.

is a

CHAIRMAN FLOYD

the State of Cali

11 of a problem

f

reasons
go with a bill
some money.

We probably

endowments if we can get it from the

State of California and see that something is done or some study is
conducted as to what has actually happened here, and how we can deal
we can do about it.

Because right now we're ... we know

that there are

and we've listened to a lot of testimony.

you know we're

, yes.

some experts

f

And

But we want some specialists, we want

s to go in and find out what causes Mr.

Valenzuela to have a rash all over his body.
Your alcohol

problem is another problem, altogether.

have commercials on T.V. every night, Raleigh Hills--something.

They
But

that Agent Orange problem is the problem that we are concerned about,
and I think we should do something about it next week.
MR. FIELDS:

There is also commercials on television showing

people promoting Michelob saying, "put a little weekend in your week",
telling people to drink during the week while on the job.
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

I reckon I don't drink, so we don't ...

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
go and you can

I know alcohol is a problem.

I know there are a lot of places you can

help for that.

But we're talking about something

that has affected a lot of people and caused a lot of miscarriages, a
lot of females to have hysterectomies and it's horrible.
on the moon, and we can be able to deal with Agent Orange.
it.

We put a man
We caused

So let's cure it.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Ms. Wright you had a ...

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

You said ... I want to pursue some

thoughts, because you know, we through the films that we've seen and
we've also saw that the same substance that goes into Agent Orange was
also used in Ortho which is still is on the shelf that you can buy it.
MR. FIELDS:

Yes, I've seen that.
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ASSEMBLYWOJI1AN WRIGHT:

you talk about the Medfly

and what's being used was used for
down

Louisana

Ventura County to

spray mosquitos.
area.

s down in Los Angeles ...

So

to pursue one other

How about the

here, and was that ever

out?

foliage that's

Is it

ever checked out?
you may have

Is i

poss

same

the nature that

Is

s

I

ssible that

i
's

foliage that to some,

, and it's because your skin is of

would be e

hand, maybe, the fol

's the

here, and was that

e that

of a ra

different than

spray, but on the other

has

do

th it.

That has never

f

're going to do a study

You

see

f the foliage is a

wa

em

been checked has it?
MR. FIELDS:

Not

I

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
you have to take both s
problem, and

s.

if the

MR. FIELDS:

I can agree

you

a

that

mind is that it's
rearranges the chromosomes
living being, then it's

The problem in my
ls something.

If

ing, and a plant
to do

to us.

a

To me, I mean

's

how my mind works
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
same instance, John, we

so many

use, that without

we could

people.

s will

Sometimes

your skin.

Your

concern that no one

And

state can
and I don t

has been able to say, I look at

have to also think in the
s or solutions that we
, even though they do affect some
one ... changing your diet can affect
I'm having a
, who it is, but no one
and you have this kind of

problem and I see that it could be fungus".
it with you that it's a fungus.

All right, let's pursue

Someone else comes along and maybe

's a diet factor but they haven't been able to take it and decide
exactly what is causing it.

And I think if we're going to get into

the study process we should be in more than one area.

I think we

should see what the foliage was in Vietnam, in the particular areas
where this occurred.

I think that should be studied.

should be checked out.

I think that

Just because you have an insecticide or a

pesticide that kills that particular foliage doesn't necessarily mean
that it would effect you.
you.

It may effect your buddy, but may not effect

It may have been the foliage.

I think we have to zero in because

if it's the same kind of skin rash with every one of the veterans, the
same thing, and we designate that maybe it was foliage.
effected by foliage or all effected by the spray.
see which it is.

You're all

Let's take it and

And maybe we have to ask Marine fellows to be guinea

pigs, I don't know.

Are you willing to go through a process and try

us, are you willing to say for once and for all ... in order to get an
answer I'm willing to have the spray used on me, a patch of my skin
and see what it does, or like they do with skin tests.
MR. FIELDS:

I know what it does.

to that again, I'm sorry.

I don't want to be exposed

Get Mr. Conrad, I'll spray it on him if he

wants.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

How about B.T. Collins? (Laughter)

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

I think B.T. was ...
Yeah, get B.T. Collins!

He'll drink

anything!
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

I'm serious now, I think we have to

pursue more than one channel if we're going to study and find out what
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the

s

.r.m
When, 1

be

say

tes

and mice, rats,

or

test to

whether or not a
States.

ted

It

to

and

s an

therefore I mean

•

ASSEMBLYWOJVIAN
good ... you know,

the

MR. FIELDS
not been expo

amate is a

So

to

is injected

chemicals that we're
that we had.

cond

1

same
s.

these

of chloracne

of birth

we have.

ASSEMBLYWOJVIAN
is the

a

on aga

and every so

And to

gone through

that

back and sa

let's try a certa

've

, "Wel

that you're

and it's

even with acne,
it when I was

you know, if
a kid, that was a
it was diet.

off

a case of acne.

of things that

I

was tried, and
with acne between

You know

go so

You take
to subside to a

certain extent; but
else, in some
just wondering, I

out.

And I

f you've gone to a

dermatologist they haven't got into this method of treatment.

In other

words trying to see if it's diet, trying to see if it's something you're
allergic to other than what your contact was in Vietnam.
MR. FIELDS:

Why not, first, before trying these other things,

try to find out what the dioxin level in our bodies are, because that
part has been pretty well ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Probably die, he had a steady diet of Agent

Orange.
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

He's asking for the same things you're

asking for.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Well that's what I'm saying, Ortho is

still on the market and it has dioxin in it.
MR. FIELDS:

Yes, you go out there and buy 2,4-D, 2,4,5-T,

you can buy all of this.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

And I'm wondering about all the people

that are using it in their yards--do they have a rash?

Do they get a

rash when they use it?
CHAIID1AN FLOYD:

It's probably not the same concentration

that they dumped to wipe out a jungle as it is to wipe out crab grass
for Christ's sake, Cathie.
MR. FIELD:

It isn't nearly ...

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Well that still isn't the point, if I

was very sensitive I would have something that would happen to me if I
was using it.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. FIELD:
up.

Probably does.

It really probably does, because it does build

You know it's like when we're talking concentration, they're saying

that they use over in Vietnam they're saying that they use it at 2 lbs.
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per acre.

The EPA in 1976, set for maximum a half pound per acre.

that 2 pounds per acre, number one, is
EPA deems is-

f

take your bas

So

times stronger than the

figure

everybody quotes that

it was fourteen stronger than it was suppose to be used on 2 pounds per
acre and multiply that by four and you've got 56 times stronger than it
was suppose to be used or than is deemed safe by the EPA.

You know it

like we were exposed to massive doses over and over again, we were
drinking it.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. FIELD:

I don't because ...

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. FIELD:

I have a problem with that.

I have a problem with drinking it.

Oh, yes!

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

I do too!

sparkling water in a firefight area.
MR. FIELD:

CHAI~ffiN

It's impossible!

That's another one I like!

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
and don't drink water.

But you know you don't have

You'd

vodka with you instead

Dick, are you going to answer that?

FLOYD:

No, I drink that stuff that Curtis drinks

that turns you blind.
Any other questions from
MR. FIELDS:

Committee?

I would like to make one suggestion--education.

Vietnam as a whole is not taught in the school system.
is barely taught anymore.

People forget things easily.

to see the world forget 6 million Jews that got gased.

World War II
I would hate
I would hate to

see the world not learn something from Vietnam; because there is a great
deal of lessons there, a great number of lessons.
be educated.

We have to be educated.
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Our young have to

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

I'm inclined to have to agree with

you when it comes to history of this country.

I think it's highly

glossed over, and I really think they should get into it and study it;
because I think that's what's wrong with some of our problems today is
the fact that we really don't have our two feet in Americanism and I
think we should.
MR. FIELDS:

We don't.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

No, we've got two feet in El Salvador now

or somewhere, mess with that.
MR. FIELD:

The only way El Salvador can happen is if the

people are not educated.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

I'll tell you one thing, whether you

want to call it El Salvador or anything else, when it comes to the
United States of America and if we're going to do any battle I'd
rather fight anywhere but on our soil.

If it takes El Salvador, that's

fine with me.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

That's very

~imple

for ... No, I'm not going

to get pulled into that.
AUDIENCE:

Have you ever been in Vietnam?

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

... Vietnam, if you went over there to

fight, you should have went over there to fight to win and not play
games.
MR. FIELDS:

Oh, hold it!

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. FIELDS:

Let's don't get too far afield.

No, it isn't.

When we're talking about delayed

stress, you have to understand that when you're in the service ... like
I joined for four years.

Over in Eurpoe, when you get sent over to

Europe you're over there for two years, it's a tour of duty for two

-

24 -

years.

You go on the Caribbean cruise

9 months, you go on the

Mediterranean cruise for 11 months,
13 months, that's

was.

I

go to the Vietnam cruise for
was not run as a war--it was not an

all out effort to

, and do

, and get the hell out of

there.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
my problem.

That's right!

I don't care who was

I think that if you go in any

That's right!

That's

, who the President was.
of conflict, if you want to call it

a conflict; but if you go in, you better go in to win and put your
concentration and get your fellows out as fast as possible.
MR. FIELDS:

Yes.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Better

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

11 don't go in in the first place.
I go back to the fact that I still

think you should do battle if you must to protect your country anywhere
but here on our

s.

I would

to see us battle out on the Pacif

Coast.
CHAiru~N

FLOYD:

We

certain there is a lot of
protected Fresno in

, we won't get into that because I'm
e

to find out how the hell we

or something 1

thing to do with this country.

that.

Didn't have a damn

Thank you very much.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

We will not know until the history

books start to record it.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

I think we know now.

Mr. Manny Val,

Director of Department of Veterans Services.
ASSEMBLY~ffiN

TUCKER:

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. MANNY VAL:

Our new

That's
Thank you Mr.

State Director of the California
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My name is Manny Val,
of Veterans Affairs.

Mr.

Tucker, thank you for all your support, Mr. Floyd, Mr. Hannigan, also.
The Committee has been listening to a lot of testimony that
doesn't put me

a very envious position because of the multitude of

problems that are involved in Agent Orange, one; atomic radiation,
two.

But I think that a number of points have to be made to clarify

some of the points that was raised by the last gentleman.
There is an investigation.

There are studies that are being

conducted at numerous levels of the federal government.

Some five, six

years ago they had an explosion in a small town in Italy that exposed the
entire population to dioxin,

There's a cooperative effort between our

State Department and the Italian Government to find out what the results
of that exposure were.

There's a gentleman that's sitting in the

audience that's representing the Veterans Administration, he is the
Chief Legal Counsel, Mr. Ray Neal out of the Regional Office in San
I'm quite sure that Mr. Neal can address the issue as to

Francisco.

what the Veterans Administration is currently doing in the investigation
to exposure.

The problems are many in exposure, and there again,

because of the medical verification that is needed to confirm the
residuals of exposure.
Now what are we talking about?

Are we talking about a skin

condition that erupts within six months, a year, from date of exposure?
Or are we talking about something that's going to be prevalent and will
not become manifested until fifteen or twenty years?
addressed a part of the issue.

We've only

We haven't addressed the part of how

and to what effect or to what extent the effect is going to have on the
dependents.
When do we find this medical verification?

I think that the

Veterans Administration and some of the other agencies, the Department
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of Defense, the Air Force, all are
determine the
significant

ing studies right now to

of

that one of the most

s

Orange has been that,

yes, the dioxin does

the

now come to cone

ssue.

that a new

and a new program has been

devised that will be more accurate
that are in the
there.

ssues.

The problem

I think that they have

the number of units

I

not

there, and

that the problem is not

's a heavy problem.

I'm here to address only to

extent that our department is

available and is ready to provide whatever expertise in the representation
of a claim before the
we excel.

Veterans

We provide

stration.

assistance to any individual that

feels that he has a cla

i

any

Agent Orange, exposure to atomic rad
problems.

Our off

That's where

, gunshot wounds, psychological

to

l

for the development and

, not only exposure to

kind of assistance

pre

a claim before the Veterans

Administration.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Al

MR. VAL:

s

Also

del

stress?
It's a terminology.

ss

When I

sis, anxiety neuro

was in World War II,
battle fatigue, just a

s,

1-shock for World War I

f

veterans.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

the Vietman veteran

Do you

if he had called it battle

would have probably gotten more
fatigue?
MR. VAL:

I

so

't

Ms. Wright.

It's a change of

st continually come up

times, different
lit

with new terminology for

2

, especially psychological/

neurological disabilities-psychiatric.

We use to hear out of World II--

we used to hear a lot about schizophrenia, paranoia.
those terms very o

nowadays.

You don't hear

Most of the emphasis is on delayed

stress.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

If I may I'd just like to ask ... I'm

trying to get some comparison here.

When they talked about battle

fatigue in World War II, was it battle fatigue?

In other words was

right then and there while they were still in the service that it was
diagnosed, or taken care of, and then if it extended beyond their
term of service and if they were out of the service it still continued?
Or was it possible for them to be diagnosed as battle fatigue six months
after they were out of the service?
Iv1R. VAL:

Very much so!

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

It could be?

Was there any time frame,

and cut-off?
ASSEMBLY~1AN

TUCKER: Wait just one minute.

Battle fatigue

manifests itself on the spot.
MR. VAL:

True.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

We knew when a person--because I was a

World War II medic--we knew when a person was suffering from shell-shock,
battle fatigue, all those pretty names that gave to that condition.
Most of it came from fear, fright, most of those things.
what caused battle fatigue.

They knew

They knew what caused shell-shock.

We

know what caused the condition that these young people are suffering
from now.

We know what causes it.

how do we treat it.

What is most important to me is,

How do we remove that foreign agent from those

people's system that have it now.

The V.A. has done a lot of studies,

and they say, "it's caused by Agent Orange".

-
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A lot of other private

studies have

comes from Agent

The most

f

II

s

how do we treat
That's the
MR. VAL
AS SEMBLY!v1AN

to treat shell-shock, and

we know that some

from the aftereffects of

World War II.

a

to have a lot of s

effects.

You're go

who're hurt, some mental
bastard can come out

that nature you're go
to have a lot of people

the rest

ir lives.

scarred,

steel, and we had several of
the urban communities

o

... He had to be made of
se.

young people taken

But we

had never seen

e before and we've sent

r

a ... even the thought of

s

them abroad to
going has a las

And no matter

s

scared.

how tough you are

Curtis, why I pursued

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

and I think you'll

this question

, where original

as you were
of the discuss
accepted by
time frame?

Only a mean

stress was not be

was

what would be the

V.A
so that

When is

this, in

se

lows came back

stress ...

to

not possible now, too

ate down

1

(Inaud

's what I'm concerned

with.
s.

MR.
Veterans Adminis
periods

some

does

answer your question,
e of what we call

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. VAL:
individual that
if the condition

That's what I'm talking about.

In other words, so let's take for example an
fl

ted with multiple sclerosis.

As an example,

diagnosed within seven years from date of release

from military service it is presumed that the period of incubation
existed while he was still in military service.

Most of the conditions

for which there is a presumptive period have a one year presumption,
which means the conditions must become manifested or must be diagnosed
within one year following release from service.
presumptive period, three years.

Psychosis has a

Generally, psychoneurosis, if the

condition is manifested within six months can be determined that the
condition had its inception while still in the active military service.
So there is a presumption.

The only thing that makes it difficult,

Mrs. Wright, is that the burden of proof is always on the individual.
So for those who have not had an opportunity or there was no documentation
of the incurrence of a condition while on active duty, for whatever
reasons, a lot of people feel that the condition is not so severe that
would require medical care, so they don't seek medical attention,
so there is no documentation while they're in the military.

The

problem is to bridge the gap from date of application, going back within
that presumptive period to establish through medical reports, medical
examinations, affidavits from friends who have witnessed or can attest
to the fact that the individual was suffering from delayed stress
syndrome or from psychoneurosis or anxiety.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

That's basically what we were hearing

from the veterans in some of our beginning hearings was the fact that
when they went in there was .•. it wasn't called delayed stress, they
were either ... because they were on ... smoking marijuana or taking some

-
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kind of a drug, or
It just seems like del
two that

stress s
de

're

wondering if

were in the last year or
s.

're

to make

comparison to try and

, over

give them some basis

So that was what I was

ison say between that and
but if there isn't any,

what we were just discuss
're

then it's some kind of

to have to set for this

particular issue.
MR. VAL:

That's correct.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
escape from a situat

is ...
True, true

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

'san escape from present stress

... so

You know

itself.

that then may mani

veteran was having an M-16

of

and all that.
in your hand and

I'm not going to sit here

veteran laid onto grass and booze

of

and have the

though are more often an

Booze and

like Vietnam.

a

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

That's

I'm saying, this is what

went to a V.A. ho

they are telling us
of the questions

tal, this was some

t was diagnosed, "Well it's

because you're dr

, and

you're doing this you've got

such a problem."
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
feeling good.

Because

If you're

MR. VAL:

Mr.

booze and good grass ...
, I

here is that we need to really set up
dissemination of

you're drinking, you're

more

one of the key problems
tern of information,
We need to set

something where we as a state department or the State or whatever
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agency or department gets the responsibilty, is to set a system of
information to make
as

people aware of what is available, what has

as

s are concerned?

is the kind of a
Administration?

What can they do?

that has been set up within the Veterans

Sure they have a registry.

They have the availability

of the Veterans Hospitals for examination.
The gentleman that talked before I did, said that he was
to have the blood taken out, chest x-ray.

I'm not quite sure

because I'm not a doctor as to just what are some of the tests that
are required to make a determination for findings of exposure to the
dioxin.
But I think what we can play a role will be in the area of
dissemination of information, number one.

And, secondly in providing

the kinds of representation and expertise in developing a complaint.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
in our budget proceedings.

We've done some violence to your program
Should we pass Mr. Nolan's legislation,

what will be the probability of your

dep~rtment

being able to do ...

s calls for an outreach program and information dissemination?
MR. VAL:

We will not be in a position to provide that kind

of a service, Mr. Chairman, for the simple reason that if I may use
the word, our budget for the division that probably touches on the
largest segment of the total veteran population was somewhat raped
by the extent of 50%.

The 50% for that division means an elimination

of approximately 20 people ... 20 staff people out of a staff of 40.
These are highly qualified trained technicians that are involved in the
area of claims representation.

To conduct an outreach, if Agent Orange,

AB 14 is passed, it would require us to have additional staff to conduct
the kind of informational service that I think is needed.

-
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CHAIRMAN

an

ion to the bill that

would be
with

s is one of my problems
1 is

out, as you know.

MR. VAL:

That's correct.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD

we'

I

do

pass the bill without

a disservice to
veterans of California

we're going to

a

they can't afford ...

l

that you can't do.
MR. VAL:

No we can't and that would be a further disservice

to what we have in California.
veterans.

We're

We're

ing about 3.3 million

40 to 45 percent of total

so

State population of 23

So we're now talking about

11 million people,

rec

of some type of eligibility

from the federal Veterans Admini
CHAIR11AN FLOYD:

from the members?

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

Mr

Val, we know

business of dis
doing a very good j
program.
hospitals.

We were real
Once you

to veterans and apparently you're
because

just

the Director of that

what is happening in Veterans

them to area and it's very well documented,
at the V.A.
like wel

rec

for handouts, like
feel some of those

ilities there, that
--like somebody coming

The only concern that I
those

have is that we shall get

you in here, as soon as poss

you out as soon as possible,

as soon as we can re

no permanent ... with no

diagnosis of a case as
tell them, "You have a

t to

concerned

particularly in Los
the veterans are

you are in the

d to us on many occasions.
Here 1 s some ointment.
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They

Go home and

use after you take your bath, "and they don't give a damn if you come
back again.

And if they go back to the hospital they're considered

as nuisances.

They are not treated as veterans in our veteran

facilities, in our hospitals, particularly in Los Angeles County.

They

are not treated properly.
And we have not done a study as to what happens when a person
has been infected or exposed to Agent Orange and how do we ... and I'll
go back to that again, how do we relieve that person from the symptoms
of the affects of Agent Orange.

We have not related to that.

We have

not made a definite diagnosis.
Mr. Valenzuela came up here and he told us that he had this
rash periodically, all over his body.
had it when he was in Vietnam.
service.

It was caused by something.

He

He's had it since he's got out of the

Somebody should have made a diagnosis by now, I know they are

not miracle workers, but they should have recognized something that
caused it and should have related to relieving him of that problem.
operate on cancer, remove all the

affec~ed

therapy to keep it from growing.

We do all those things.

We

area and we give radiation
\vhy can't

we then find some way to diagnose exposure to Agent Orange and treat
the person for the symptoms to relieve them permanently.

I think we

should go into that, I think we should study that, I think our veterans
hospitals is the most horrible hospital that we have in the nation.
would never want to send one of my kids to a V.A. hospital.

I

I have been

through that new V.A. hospital in Los Angeles County and it isn't fit
for the people.
MR. VAL:

Mr. Tucker, I share your concerns, and I wish that

I had a ready solution of response for you as far as the diagnosis of
the symptoms of exposure.

-
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ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
from the Veterans

Then we have a person here, you said,

strat

he would 1

to come up and answer some of
CHAIRMAN

asked for ...

s

call him immediately if he

t'ile

will answer some of your
MR. VAL:
the care.

I

I share
of

with you I've had personal

1

experience, where I've

to veterans ho

service connected

i

And

involved in veterans work
and I know the

tal seeking care for a

s can happen to me and I've been

the

35 years ... if this can happen

work

1

comes off

what about the guy

th you, Mr. Tucker, is

and within the system,

street, you know, what happens

to him?
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
general, leaves a

I know, I know ... Service medicine, in

desi

APC's every four hours and

drink a lot of water, come back next
CHAIID~N

MR. VAL:

FLOYD:

ess you have a gunshot wound ...

Mr.

a roll of

and roll

wound that's

eed

if you still have symptoms.

and

I

f gauze and

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

the doctor throws me

s me to bandage up my own

I had a

c than you did Manny.
I have no further questions of

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

Wel

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

other ques

Mr. Val.

understand.

Would

you want to take

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

you Mr.
Thank

Mr. Neal is here, I

Committee, Mr. Neal or do

care to address

MR. VAL:

?

rman.
Mr.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Mr. Neal, in hearings down South, we had

several representatives from the Administration, you probably got
br

fed before you came up.

I think Mr. Tucker is trying to address

something we've all been trying to address, and I'm sure you have.
Your agency has not looked good in previous hearings and is not looking
all that good at this point, so maybe some of those things you can
address, and some you can't.

We'll try not to (Inaudible) you, but I

can't speak for Ms. Wright.
MR. RAYMOND NEAL:

I want for the record, I'm not here in

behalf of the V.A. to speak for the V.A.
Washington to do this.

I have no authority from

I was requested to come here to monitor the

hearings because we are interested in learning what your committee is
going to do in the sense of legislation in the interest of veterans,
and certainly we have an interest in any state who has an interest in
veterans.

And for that reason I'm here to monitor this meeting.
Now I know that there was a representative from the General

Counsel in Los Angeles, and I did talk to him on the phone.

I also

talked to my counterpartner in L.A. as to their participation.
extent of that, I know nothing that transpired in L.A.

To the

I'll try to

answer any questions that you may have.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Maybe you can just tell us, initially, what

steps the V.A. is making in dealing with the Agent Orange situation,
particularly.

And if you don't mind, for the record, give us your

title and position with the V.A.
MR. NEAL:

First of all, my name is Raymond P. Neal, I'm the

District Counsel for the Veterans Administration in Northern California.
I'm staffed in the regional office in San Francisco.

The purpose of my

function as the District Counsel is to represent the Veterans

-
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Admini

al

s

may arise.
with
benef

problems that

l

r

staff has no

ad

connec

, and

veterans

sent veterans.

We

represent
ASSEMBLYMAN

t no po

in ques

this man, cause he

•

MR. NEAL:

Wel

I'm a past

I'

role of the V.A.

0

Commander o

Amer

the United States, and I've been ac

Veterans of

the DAV since World War II.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

spoken with you at

to

that time.
MR. NEAL:
I'm a rec

also

'm

of

medical facilities.

of

San Francisco after

World War II

we

shins an

t

But I would
I'm

now, I would presume.

st
not

Chief Medical

that you may have.

I

we're all aware
t the policy of the

in the sense of news

is that we

tor

ll

shows up at our facil

evaluate any
Now I know

kicked in the

s

occasions.

I'm sure it was

an occas

to defend aga

repeated in Los
CHAIR£c1AN
Have

ASSEMBLYMAN

HR. NEAL:
CHAIRMAN

You

Veterans Administration.

MR

NEAL:

Part

em I suppose

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

Then why do we have a counsel?

NEAL

1 malpractice cases, yes.
my jurisdiction.

f

I

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
MR. NEAL:

But

I'm sure ...

can be sued?

Under the Federal Tort Claims Act, but that's even

questionable because the

Tort Claims Act basically deals with

and not intentional acts of the government.
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

Well, I imagine in our V.A. hospitals

the most important crime there is negligence.
MR. NEAL:
again ... run it

I'm not sure I ... you'll have to reput that one
me

The most important what?

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

What you're saying is, they don't purposely ...

ASSEMBLYt1AN TUCKER:
hospitals,

The biggest crime in our veterans

in Los Angeles, is that of negligence.
MR. NEAL:

I can't speak

but I can assure you

the

the V.A. and

area since I have been with

private practice

we have handled in the eight years that

, out of the

Federal Courts,

San Francisco, we've handled
our locality, and I can assure

of med

I've been with

the hospitals in Los Angeles,

V.A. we have only lost one of three law suits in the
's correct.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

If ever I need an attorney I'll contact

your office.
MR. NEAL:

You know the cheapest thing about filing a law

suit is filing the law

and paying the filing fee.

The proof is

still in the
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

I don't have any questions of this

gentleman.
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CHAI~~N

FLOYD:

I guess I don't either.

Mr. Hannigan?

Thank you very much, S
MR. NEAL:

You're welcome.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
MR. NEAL:

You do take private cases?

Not anymore.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

You're on early retirement, too, just

like some of those doctors in veterans facilities?

•

CHAI~N

FLOYD:

Well, you know, one of our purposes in

these hearings is we intend I'm certain to go with certain resolutions
that instructs Congress and the President to order the Veterans
Administration to do something.

We have no direct control and very

little direct assistance from them.
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

They have a file to throw those

resolutions in.
CHAI~N

FLOYD:

We're going to send you back to work the

Congress.
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

No, I think we should do it here for

those veterans we have in the State of California.
CHAI~N

FLOYD:

I think we have to.

State of Texas has done and recognize that

We have to do what the
se people are our citizens

Mr. William Barker, Service Officer of DAV.

Is Bill Barker

here?
VOICE FROM THE AUDIENCE:

Mr. Chairman I understand that he

leads the schedule for 1:30 p.m. this afternoon.
CHAI~N

FLOYD:

O.K.

the list of the people we have.
Mr. Ruiz?

Well, he is then.
Dave Schr

We just go down

Bob Greene?

Bob Ruiz,

Mr. Ruiz is a Legislative Coordinator for the American G.I.

Forum for the State of California.
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MR. ROBERT RUIZ
and I'm

,

Good morn

Gentlemen.

s

I'm Bob Ruiz

American G. I. Forum.

tes

i
I was

I beg

CHAIRMAN FLOYD
center to

of ...
Bob

me

put that mike

would

you.
MR

RUIZ
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to

I

at some of the effects that

delayed stress

has had, or

type of termino

's currently being used.

poss

with Agent

that same line; however,

a

to look at some of

The

af

field fatigue, or any other

been generated from

t poss

Agent Orange.

So

myself, pr

ly

And how that it

ar

I'm going to deal with

scuss

stress syndrome.

I have about six pages

of discussion and I won't take too much of your time.
year
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o
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's conclusion that these
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i
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0 -
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arrest was 10%;

s were 24%; veterans with light combat, the

veteran

from

era, 17%

general; and for

the non-veterans it was down to 14%.
From the records rna

the Veterans Administration,

they have been able to

over 60 thousand Vietnam veterans

have committed

own lives during the period.

Of if one were to

s

an economic of dollars and cents,

there was a potential contribution to the economy of over a billion
dollars.

That's calculated on a veteran earning an average of $15,000

on an annual basis.
Finally,

lism,

abuse, medical and psychological

problems attributed to Vietnam veterans was found to be statistically
significant.

The

of

Vietnam veterans
working through

s

have not made substantial headway in
war

work

by tenencies to avoid emot
pity, or punish
In the f

s.

Many are impeded

lict, or to blame others, or to
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that

veteran is not in
these veterans c

that the majority of

and

average age of the
well be that the damage to

careers

done and much of it may be

irrevocable.
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for recovery--recovery
State, but it also represent
resources.

It is a rather bleak prognosis
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a
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in recipients in wel

increase in crime which may be due
employment--unemployment and an
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se

4
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Veterans
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that
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total veterans ..

0
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cost of hous
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just to

of society.
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problems of the Vietnam veterans
ly deal with the problems
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welfare, law enforcement and

budgets

prisons.
believe

I

the resources

ex

t

th the State

government to address some of the problems as defined and that are faced
by the veterans.
as

Specif

ly, some of the resources could be identified

Department of

s instance could provide

th

psychological therapy.

Department which is

geared for job and career

counsel

Program

programs.
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of Veterans Af
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system, and, finally

progress
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islature on the effectiveness
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I

there
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this represents a
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delivery system
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for the transition, a smooth

1

transition of Vietnam veterans
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ional resources that the
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CHAIRMAN FLOYD
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I guess since the
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that's been 24 years now.
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is

sponsors,

State CETA

from the Department of
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That's one aspect of it, another aspect

of it has been working with veterans
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have or

an area that
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some cases, direct funding
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are entitled to.
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l
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CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
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s

?
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CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. COMBS:
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CHAIRMAN

Thank you.

Thank you Mr. Combs.

We re go

stions from the committee?
break for lunch and we'll

back

at 1:30 p.m.

RECESS:

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Just take a seat Mr. Barker and try to talk

right into that
MR. WILLIA.l'-1 BARKER:
the Committee, my name is
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Barker, Department Service Officer of
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So

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

Excuse me, like what other physical

problems?
MR. SMITH:

Well, other kinds of dermatitis which are so far

undiagnosed ...
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

How do you differentiate between that

that is caused by Agent Orange and something else?
MR. SMITH:

How do they differ?

ASSEMBLY!~N

TUCKER:

No, how do you differentiate between that

that is caused by Agent Orange and then something else?

You said that

the person ... the average Vietnam veteran who has been affected by
Agent Orange generally come in with some other dermalogical problem.

And

what I'm asking you, is what is the other one?
MR. SMITH:

I don't mean other dermatological problems, other

problems.
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
MR. SMITH:

What is the other problems?

The other dermatological problems are either--

are colitis for instance.
ASSEMBLYr,~N

TUCKER:

MR. SMITH:

Yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
MR. SMITH:

What is colitis?

It's an inflamation of the lower intestinal ...

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
MR. SMITH:

Colitis?!

That's not dermatological ...

That's not dermatological.

No, I'm saying these

symptoms are coupled together.
MR. DON WATKINS:

Well wait a minute there's also the Veterans

Administration has been very clear in how they list these different
dermatology problems.
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

I was referring to a statement that he

made ...
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was go

go

another dermatological

sease.
came and he said the V.A. told

what V.A. told him, you

I'm not go

comes to you ...

made

to

m ta

s gentleman here.

Go ahead, go ahead.
That when

come in with a problem ...
And I want to know,
were having that you related

what are
to just

... there's a certain configuration

I'-1R.

, tingling in the

f
f

it a minute.
what you'

I think

problems, and I think

Mr. Tucker

problems.

I'm ...

, non-dermatological
ems.
other ... there are other problems
that are
in at the

al

ex

s cal

the person who calls
and they ... I shouldn't say
are contaiminated by
document whether in fact

do have

based upon

0 -

data that we have

available.

There are other interpretations of what they have.

For

instance, tinea versicolor is another skin ailment which they're told
they have.

What we need is a really clear understanding of what

chloracne is.

I think that there's probably variations in it.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
versicolor.

It's very very easy to diagnose tinea

Very easy to diagnose that, right?

MR. SMITH:

Yeah.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
MR. SMITH:

Yeah.

ASSEMBLY~1AN

TUCKER:

So in ultra-violet light you can see it?

And you can treat it with a developer

you use for just any film, right?
of time; we found this in Korea.

Put that on your body for long periods
It causes no problem, no itch, just a

discoloration of the skin.
MR. SMITH:

Okay.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
comes in with Agent

But you said that generally a person
what I'm asking, Sir, is to see whether

you are a viable information source for those veterans, okay?

That's

the only thing I want to know.
MR. SMITH:

Okay.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

You said that generally when a person

comes in, if he's suffering from the effects of Agent Orange ...
MR. SMITH:

Well, he thinks he is.

ASSEMBLY~mN

TUCKER:

There is something else wrong with him.

And I was just asking, simply, what were the other problems he was
having other than what he thought was Agent Orange, and how do you
differentiate, you know, the dif

types of symptoms, to make you be

able to diagnose Agent Orange infections ...
MR. SMITH:

I'm not doing the diagnosis.
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I'm reporting

what he tells me.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. SMITH:

You're reporting to whom?

To whom?

Right now I'm reporting it to you.

But all I'm

saying is that these people call in, and they have a variety of problems.
They don't have just a single problem of what they think might be
chloracne, what--or whatever other skin ailments they have, but they
also usually have other physical problems, in addition to what seem to
be psychological problems, too.

Now, it varies considerably in terms

of who's calling in and what they have to report.

I'm here to report

to you what they told me ...
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

What are some of the other problems

they're having?
MR. SMITH:

Okay.

Large motor coordination is a problem.

Inflammation of the ...
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

You mean they can't walk too well, can't

use their arms to scratch ...
MR.

S~1ITH:

Yeah, right--they--one particular person in

particular has periodic difficulty with falling down, or walking into
walls, and that type of thing.
ASSE~1BLYMAN

MR.SMITH:
recurring problem.

TUCKER:

Okay, temporary paralysis.

Okay, right.

Liver dysfunction seems to be a

We've talked to people ...

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

This is what you get from interviewing

this patient for a clinical history.

Is that what you're talking about

now?
MR. SMITH:

No, I'm telling you what the person told me, that

he has--he has a--and I've talked to some of these people personally,
and I'Ye talked to others of them over the phone, and they say, "Yes,
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I've been told I have problems with my liver.
liver is swollen.
swollen liver.

I've been told that my

I have medical records that show that I have a

Why

at the age of 32, with no previous problems before

I went to Vietnam, do I have this range of illness?"

That's--that's--

and they want answers to those questions because those are questions which
the V.A. hasn't provided them answers, and they're looking for some
other source, some other basis upon which to make some sort of decision
about the status of their health.
What we do is try to refer them to other doctors if we can ..
to the UC Medical Center when we can, when they'll go.

They're very

apprehensive about returning to the V.A., oftentimes, because oftentimes,
I mean, we even preface our remarks to them over the phone by saying,
"Well, we know you probably ... you don't want to go to the V.A.," or
"We know that there are bad things that people say about the V.A.," or
"There are problems with the V.A., but V.A. treatment is free.
medical workups are transferable to other clinics,"

The

and so on, because

some of the people that we're running into are people that have limited
financial resources.

So that if people have medical insurance, fine.

We refer them to UC Medical Center, for workups, if in fact what they
say over the phone indicates that this is advisable.
Some people tell us that in fact that the problems they have
are problems that are manageable, but they would like to know, there's
this nagging doubt, does this mean, because I have some sort of skin
ailment, and I think it's chloracne because it sounds like chloracne,
does this mean at some subsequent time I'm going to have cancer?
some other physical problem?

Or

And I've been talking to people recently,

a few calls have come in which indicate perhaps, and I don't really
know, categorically, because I think medical research has to be done to

discover this, that people have problems with their--a kind of arthritic
problem of some sort seems to be developing.

Now, these veterans are

calling in from mostly the Bay Area, but other places--areas in the
State.

And I don't think this is just a random thing.
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

Now you refer these patients, or these

veterans, to a medical facility.
they actually went?

Do you do any follow-up to see that

How do they feel they were treated, or if there

was a diagnosis, have you gathered any of that information?
MR. SMITH:

We do a little bit--well, we take their name and

address, and we take down all the information they give us, and in some
cases we try to find out what happened to them, and in some cases we
don't.

When we don't, it's because we just don't have the time.

mean, we're volunteers.

I

And we volunteer our time for doing this, and

we've been doing this roughly for about, oh, going on two years now,
so what I'm saying is based upon that experience.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Do you refer the people that call you to

the Vet Service Centers or any particular group in addition to the
medical counseling and that sort of thing?
MR. SMITH:

We tell them that they should go in for an Agent

Orange screening examination.

That's when we usually discover that

they have apprehensions about going to the V.A. at all.

We tell them

that it's a good idea to file a claim; we give them, tell them the
procedures for filing a claim.

We tell them what the alternatives are

in terms of finding other doctors.

We found a doctor at U.C. Medical

Center who is particularly sensitive to problems of medical poisoning,
and we refer them to him and then he routes them into the U.C. Medical
Center system.

And that seems to be the preferred way to go, right now.

There seems to be an awful lot of doctors who are not generally aware

of the problem.

We would like to be able to be in a position to inform

them more about what we're discovering.
The

we do

to

to

the veteran some

idea of how much exposure he's had.

We do that by referring--using

the Air Force Herbs Tapes and maps.

Don Watkins will explain to you

what we do in that particular case.
MR. DON WATKINS:

I'd 1

to first say that we work with

veterans, we don't work with patients, Senator.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. WATKINS:

And first of all ...

I'm sorry, he's not a Senator, either.

Oh!

what is he?

I assumed everybody here was

a senator ...
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

I'd like to inform you that you can

refer to them in any way you want to.

I will do likewise, if I prefer

to call them patients, I will continue to call them patients.

And when

I was talking to the other gentleman just now, I was talking to the
other gentleman.

When I

HR. WATKINS:

to address you, I will address you.
Thank you.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

Okay.

MR. WATKINS:

that what I'm here--I'm a Vietnam veteran,

I

my name is Don Watkins, and I feel what this is all about is the federal
government's continuing obstruction of justice.

And there's three areas

that I'll talk about and this is the proof for this obstruction of justice.
When you call the Pentagon under Freedom of Information to begin to
seek the documentation you need to present to the Veterans Administration
to show the possible contamination of herbicides, you need a map and you
need a computer printout.
The computer
from the Health Af

particular computer printout--comes
s, Pentagon.
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This particular computer printout

has been in the public domain some ten years.

It is the computer

printout that was used by the National Academy of Science in their
report, mandated

a 1970 law, 91-441.

It's an interesting computer

printout because it lists in here not only the coordinates and how many
gallons were sprayed in various parts of Vietnam and the dates, but
it also lists the area contaminated.

It lists the area contaminated

in hectares.

Most of these hectares are in the hundreds of thousands

of hectares.

One hectare equals 2.47 acres.

The map that the Pentagon

will send you, free upon request under Freedom of Information, is a map
that's one over one million.

This is a map of Vietnam.

a photocopy, is it upside down?
Vietnam.

They send you

But you get the approximate scale of

It's very hard to take a veteran through his area of operation

asking him where he was at, walking him through the map, with a map
scaled this size.

The Pentagon knows this.

This is part of that

obstruction of justice.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Excuse me, can't you yourself expand

that map, can't you ...
MR. WATKINS:
this is.

Oh, I certainly did.

This is one U.T.U.

And let me show you what

It's one hundred thousand meters square.

That's approximately 60 meters square.

It's one of several U.T.U.'s--

one of these small squares right here.

This particular one is Yankee

Tango, it's in III Corps.
Saigon.

It's around Tay Ninh, it's right above

It's the watershed area for Saigon.
Part of the statistics that were passed out to you were done

last summer by taking these herbs tapes, taking a hand calculator,
adding up all the statistics, putting it in a statistical, meaningful
listing so that one could do one-on-one counseling with veterans.
Part of the ... other part of that obstruction of justice that the

federal government has done for ten years is they have created a
methodology where the only way you can seek this identification of
exposure is through

locations.

if you talk to a veteran,

you don't need to know his unit location, you just need to know what
s towns, mountains, rivers,

towns he was around and he general

major battles, roads, so as an individual you can sit down and talk to
him and you can walk him through one of
the proper scale.

se maps.

However, you need

This scale is one over 250,000.

This is an overlay--this particular mission was flown on
9-30-67.

They sprayed 3,000 gallons of Agent Orange, and they

contaminated 100,776 hectares.

Now on this map, this thin blue line

is the spray swath of three aircraft spraying.

The Pentagon wants us

to use 80 meters per aircraft, and as the contaminated swath.

A

Presidential report in 1969 ... no, 1970 says two things in one paragraph.
It says, "No, the spray actually,

of dr

from the center of the spray swath out."

That would be represented

by the orange.

t, went one kilometer

The other half of the paragraph says, "No," and that

was a 99% probability, it says, "No, a 95% probability was that the
spray drifted two kilometers from the outer edge of the spray swath."
This again is something that
terms of their methodology.

federal government has created in
However, if you take the hectares and you

convert 'ern back to square meters, you measure the length of the spray
mission--this particular spray miss
this long rectangle.

is 17,500 meters long--you get

Now this is a perfect rectangle, and this would

represent the hectares that were contaminated that's listed in their
own documentation.
Well now, the scale of this map may be lost on you.
it's 60 meters square.

Remember

Well, this is a map of San Francisco, one over

250,000.

Same scale.

Take the same overlay, place it on the same

scale map, and just look at the rectangle.
area.

In one spray mission.

In terms of contaminated

The herbs tapes list over 6,000 spray

missions, from 1965 to 1971.
The circles represent a 20 mile wind drift from the extremes
of the spray mission.

Now of course the spray mission wasn't sprayed

in a perfect rectangle, depending on which way the wind was blowing,
which way the water was moving that day; it had a funny shape.

But

when you're talking to veterans, you've got to give them something
that's relative enough for them to understand the extent of the
exposure.
The other part of the methodology that they have used is
they've always maintained that it's the unit location that's important.
And when they talk about the unit location, they're only talking about
the infantry, grunts in the field, following those unit locations
around.

Well, when we did the statistics, we found that III Corps was

the most heavily sprayed area--III Corps is the watershed area for the
Saigon metropolitan area.
part of Vietnam.

It received more herbicides than any other

You did not have to be an infantryman to be

contaminated by any of the herbicides.
The other interesting fact, no matter what manipulation of the
statistics, because the Herbs Tapes come in very various manipulations ...
they change the ... the things I've seen that remain the same in this,
when they do make the changes, the date stays the same, the gallons
stay the same, the coordinates stay the same--they'll either list them
chronologically by province, chronologically by date, and now we've
asked them to do it chronologically by U.T.M.s because a U.T.M. is an
area of operation.
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The Herbs Tapes have one thing that's really consistent,
They never stopped spraying, the whole time.

The only time they

spraying was for the Tet Offensive, from 2-8-1968 to 3-16-1968.

Now

during that time, they used the airplanes--they stripped them of
tanks and the sprays, and they transported materiel and troops around
The interesting thing about what's consistent in here is
during the monsoon there.

sprayed

Now during the monsoon--the peak months

the monsoon it could be 20 plus inches of rain in one month.
they were doing was spraying in-between the rain.

And al

So the probability

of that herbicide moving about just because of the water alone, not
about drift, not about the winds, not about the downdraft of the a
but just the water moving it around is tremendous.

Something they'

never talked about but have always known about.
MR. SMITH:

And you could add to that fact, too, that Agent

White, which was the herbicide that was next to Agent Orange used
greatest quantity, is water soluble and moves rapidly through
and in fact when used in the United States, there was right on the
container--it said, "Keep away from Water, Irrigation Ditches ... " and
so on.

So it was a herbicide that would move rapidly through the

and in fact the National Academy of Sciences report of 1974 says
they found picloram, which is the carcinogenic material in Agent White
in soil ... in sediment at the mouth of the Mekong two or three years
after the end of hostilities.
MR. WATKINS:

In 1970,

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Just a second.

ASSEMBLYWOt1AN WRIGHT:

Did you have a que

I just wanted ... are you saying that

the Agent White could be ... could have the same problem that Agent
has?
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MR. SMITH:
problem.

It's not the same problem ... It's an additional

That is, we're talking about three different toxic agents.

We're talking about Agent Orange, Agent Blue ..•
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. SMITH:

Agent Blue, Agent White ...

Agent Orange, which has TCDD, which is one of 75

different dioxins, but it's certainly the most hazardous kind of dioxin.
It's supposed to be the most toxic chemical--synthetic toxic chemical-known.

And so that's the chemical that's been focussed on.
The other--but in Agent White, you have picloram, which is

reputed to be carcinogenic.

There are reports that say it's carcinogenic

that I've read, and that Agent Blue is arsenic.

And that there's also

documentation that the arsenic that was used in Agent Blue degrades in
the container to arsenic trioxide, which is certainly dangerous.
You put all of these chemicals in the same environment;
there's a possibility, though I don't think it's been studied, that they
can potentiate.

That is, they can interact in the environment, and we

don't know what the effects of that is.

And the National Academy of

Sciences report of 1974 insisted that immediately steps be undertaken
to inquire into the ecological damage and the damage to human health.
That was never done.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Am I hearing that it'll be possible

that it could be a combination of all these three, or were they so
separated that definitely you said that someone had a problem with
Agent Orange, that was it ...
MR. SMITH:
environment.

No, they're not separated.

They're mixed in the

In fact, they might spray one or another of the different

chemicals in the same area.

They might spray Agent Orange and Agent

White in the same area.
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ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Are you also saying that it's quite

possible that the problem could not be just Agent Orange?

That

people are having some aftereffects or there are some definite
as far as their physical condition is concerned that it definite
could be maybe a mixture and not just the one?
MR. SMITH:
one's studying it.

I don't know.

I mean, no one knows, because no

And no one's considering it, and no one ...

focused just on Agent Orange, but there's certainly an abundance of
literature that indicates that especially Agent White, the picloram
Agent White--the picloram, I mean Agent White is also made up of 2,4-D
which is in Agent Orange.

We don't know what damages it might have

caused, but we know that it's highly water soluble, and the NAS
says that all of these chemicals are toxic to animals, and human be
are animals.

So if they're toxic to the local--and of course if you

look at the Vietnamese and what's happened to them.

At the time, there

were lots of reports of illness after spraying, and tremendous ho
on the part of the Vietnamese toward the herbicide missions.
reported in the NAS documentation, too.
have been studied then, and wasn't.

And

s

The result is that this shou

Partly because of the end of the

war, I suppose, and what happened after the withdrawal.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Is there any way we know if there's

any continued problems with the people in Vietnam that we are being
told is a problem with our servicemen?
MR. WATKINS:

There were earlier reports--part of what

created the scientific controversy in the United States was that in
the late '60s in Vietnam, medical reports were coming out.

People were

complaining of all ... host of medical problems, miscarriages, death.

The

Montagnards when National Academy of Science studied them, showed that
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Well,

s

Vietnam veterans would

make

se certainly wouldn't be

st
we

as veterans, would be making

claims.

So they created the data that we would have to use in our c

investigations.
Well, it's interesting--in April of 1981, calling the
through Congressman Dellum's office--we received a lot of informat
and help from Congressman Dellum's staff--they manipulated the Herbs
Tapes information once again.

They took these hectares 1

had

in the public domain for ten years, and they recalculated from 250
times down from what they had been.
MR.

S~UTH:

~ffi.

WATKINS:

This is an obstruction of j

And they did that because we asked the quest
And they did that because they knew that we

were counseling veterans one-on-one.

I thing there are several

that could be done--this committee could recommend and do.

One of

you're really serious about helping veterans, is that this
could recommend to the Legislature that you identify all the c
servants, State civil servants, who are Vietnam veterans.

And a

having identified them, through their own health plans, you conduc
those genetic tests and those cancer

~ests

and morbidity

s

through the California Health Department, and you keep track of
Vietnam veterans that are working for the state, because they're
employees.

That's one suggestion.
MR. SMITH:

I think that one of the things that's real

required is some kind of morbidity study that could be conducted
through the Department of Public Health.

There are a lot of veteran

out there who are sick, many ... it would be interesting to know how
veterans in the age range early 30s have died of cancer, because we
know--I mean, the documentation is really clear in the medical reco
and the medical journals that cancer of soft tissue is a problem.
Internal hemorrhaging is experienced by, according to the literature

-
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by

s have

suf

to the literature.

So

telling us
don't--no one

real

is attempting

to de

sue for years.

And I

some means of
medical records.

Too

be lost at all, and

if

particular problem,

I

counseling is
real

They're having
1

chemical

s that
situation
s is, I

of some

think,

ss you have ...
from
on
one?

and as you were
veteran, Vietnam
war veteran
cr
would
wars ...

lly as a
you feel that it
of veterans of other

MR. SMITH:

To have a control group?

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. SMITH:

Yes.

That would be appropriate enough, I suppose, yeah.

If you find those people that you can find--if you can get an adequate
control group.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Because I would like--I basically feel

that we have to have some kind of a comparison with something.

We have

to compare with something.
MR. WATKINS:

Well I would think that if this was serious

and that it was actually going to be acted on that you would have a
medical person or you'd have a scientist conduct this study and you
would need a control group that was impeccable.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Impeachable.

Because you have to have something

that doesn't come back on you later to haunt you ...
MR. SMITH:

Well the Department of Public Health would

obviously work out the methodology to be used.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

But I.like that line of thought.

that \ve--some basis that we have to fall back on.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

I

MR. SMITH:

Thank you gentlemen.

Thank you.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Ms. Virginia Handley, California Coordinator

of the Fund for Animals?
MS. VIRGINIA HANDLEY:

Hello.

I noticed you ended that with

kind of a question ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MS. HANDLEY:

Yeah.

Like, "What are you doing here?"

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Right.

Absolutely.
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to give
on
tons

F

had

of

land.

Geneva

warfare, but was
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is
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s

a reluctance to discuss those.
water.

The
of

kidneys,

of corn

Deaths of
2,4,5-T.

llions
Twenty

There have
and mal

human babies

thought to be from spraying 2,4,5-T.

People were told to send records

to the Minister of Health and the records disappeared."
March 1970, the New Yorker, "2,4,5-T restricted to remote,
unpopulated areas until there were more tests.
done.

The tests were never

It was compared with thalidomide."
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Who was the author of these art

s in the

New Yorker?

•

MS. HANDLEY:

The last couple have been Thomas Whites

February 1970.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MS. HANDLEY:
the New Yorker.

What is Mr. Whiteside's background?

I'm afraid I don't know.

He was published in

I can't pretend to be any expert on this, I can

report what my research told me.

I hope and would assume he's

or he wouldn't be published.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Ms. Hopkins knows every author in the world,

and she has the answer here.
MS. HANDLEY:

He's also publ,ished in the Yale Univer

Press

in 1979 with the "Pendulum and the Toxic Cloud--The Course of
Contamination", so he considers himself an expert.

"Agent Blue

apparently to the Pentagon is not toxic to man or animal, just to
airplanes.

It is a corrosive on the paint."
In 1970, in May, from Time Magazine, "The defoliants are

bringing about drastic change, herbicides are tantamount to kill
indigenous animals.

Many species are fleeing the defoliated areas.

No insect eating or fruit eating birds are in the defoliated areas.
Fish eating birds decline rapidly."
The Nation Magazine, January, 1971, "There have been a hundred
million pounds of herbicides sprayed; four and a half million tons between
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spec if
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medical schools or county medical associations.

So there has not been

any additional funding for that.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MS. POWELL:

Thank you.

This system is not going to provide the immediate

answers that people are asking for at the moment.

It is exactly this

kind of a broad base, ongoing monitoring program, which is necessary to
provide answers as we are exposed to more and more of these chemical
contaminates.
We hope that once we have this data, we'll be able to honestly
tell people the level of risk they face, provide appropriate prenatal
and genetic counseling services, and eliminate any other factors that
may compound the risk.

Ultimately we hope to be able to prevent those

kinds of exposures.
I've focused pretty narrowly today on one strategy that the
Department has undertaken to answer some of these questions and have
indicated we would be willing to work with your staff and the Committee
to evaluate the feasibility and assess the cost of some of the other
strategies that have been suggested.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

It would be most helpful.

Committee Members?
Bernardino Terrones?

Thank you Ellen.
Was that pretty close to the proper

pronunciation?
MR. BERNARDINO TERRONES:
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Yeah, pretty close.

I was working on it.

BERNARDINO TERRONES:

Hi, my name's Bernardino Terrones.

live on 5825 - 69th Street, Sacramento.

My wife Paula.

I'm a veteran

who served with the 54lst Transportation Company in Vietnam from
August, 1967, to August 1968.

During this time I was not aware of
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I

warfare conducted by our country.

Before I was

into the services, I was in very good health and had no
I do now

The news media for

s knocked our integrity

what our government told us

to do

I was drafted

choice.
of

Now Dr. Alan, Dr. Walthorne, Dr. Zee and
Administration are questioning of our integri
honorable
Tet
our

scharge.
ive.

We

F

, even

st Calvary Infantry

We were attacked constantly in Camp Rankcliff,

anes were mortared while landing and the holocaust went
planes were attacking and spraying biological

in a

on the hills.
The impression of the V.A. I

of drunks, even though I earned
Army of E-4.
give

, they think we are a

fourteen months a grade in

I think the V.A. grossly exaggerates a report and
ity to honorable veterans for services to our

my honorable discharge.
because

I hate the V.A. to tear it

don't want to give us proper treatment.
S

my honorable discharge in 1968, I've been

by superimposed infections that created numerous disease
, such as chloracne

to my
ff

an

breathing, broncho-asthma

cough; laryngitis,
superimposed chest

stomach pains, continual swelling of my stomach, spitting
movements with blood, nose bleeds, gum bleeds, nervousness,

s

pa

gas pains, vomiting for no reasons, convuls

s

toes and fingers, insomnia, inability to concentrate, tender
is, fatigue, aching bones and joints and plus more.
of them

I still have a lot more de
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s.

Her last birthday, for instance, my daughter has speech and
throat

My five year old son, lost some hair when he was five
can tell me why, why was it happen.

They have

My one year old son had surgery for his

not
te

on July 22nd of this year.
response of the federal government say this was self-

impo

me
.A.

deny me compensation for the past thirteen years.

s no ... had poor or no concern for the veteran.

For instance

when I took my Agent Orange examination at the V.A. Outpatient Clinic
in Sacramento, California, Dr. Paul Walthorne said there was nothing
wrong

me and

social worker,

(Inaudible), downgraded me by

saying, "You Vietnam vets are all a bunch of losers."
vis

on Iviay 14, 1981, I told her,

then

s
s?

On my return

"There's nothing wrong with me,

private doctor and laboratory tests show I have
want a copy of this, I have the copy of it.

If the

hepatitis, what is the use of taking an Agent Orange

State of California should help us to get compensation
government.
I've been on

I worked only six months since July 6, 1974.

for nine months.
lls in the past.

My funds are exhausted from

If we don't get any compensation now,

11 take care of my wife and children?

if I

not have anything to do with it, or the federal

Cali

't want to clean up their mess?
is refus
Every
Dr.

The State of

me

The federal government

medical attention and proper medical treatment.

I go to the V.A. Outpatient Clinic for medical attention,
Dr

Walthorne, Dr. Peretti says that I do not belong here,
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to go use my medical card so the county and the State
Dr. Zee and six other doctors from the mental
conclusion for my treatment that I should seek
Vocational Rehabilitation, in Sacramento.
Vietnam vets are dying slowly, and our
getting the proper medical attention while Pres
half a billion dollars on refugee resettlement
foreign aid, and won't give a war veteran who
a dime.

When is the Vietnam War going to end?
Former President Ford gave deserters and draft

hero's welcome.

Jane Fonda was not tried for treason

the communist while our soldiers were dying in Vietnam
was cowardness to serve our country while his fellow Bl
for the country.

God bless our deceased Commander Westmore

efforts to bring us back alive.

I hope the V A. will

for our sacrifice to our country.
The Vet House operated by Dave McMurray is
improving the veteran for stress disorders and he
Orange examinations.

They have women workshops,

funded, it is done by veterans helping veterans.
had sone serious discrimination against Hispanic
employment opportunity programs and medical needs.
I have a picture of me when I was in Vietnam
chloracne for two months, if you guys want to see
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

One of the things we

is to see how the State can interact.

But one of the

can do today with the representative of the Veteran
is monitoring this hearing would be to
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Is he

1

McVey?

?•

and maybe Mr. McMurray can point out, is

this the

s gentleman who's suppose to be serving our

veterans

same guy, has he got a history on this,

because we do

a

sentative from the V.A. who ought to look into

that.
MR

Sir, I think that what Mr. Terrones has

indicated

1 too frequently common.

has to,

When the V.A. Satellite Clinic

ssure, put up the Agent Orange signs and

the tapes, the veterans have been given so much ... If Mr. Terrones
would show you

back, this is what chloracne looks like.

Show them

your back.
MR. TERRONES:

No the back went away.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

But it will be back.

MR. MC MURRAY:
the V .A.

recurs and we have had to again call

a

ease examine him specifically for Chloracne.

Some of

Mr. Terrones has spoken of, before anything

else is said,
example, who

s
a

s happened consistently with a Dr. Peretti for
ign national doctor down there, her first response

to veterans

trying to get more money from us?

a d
mandated
earned

Shame, shame.

11

This does

Orange physicals for example are federally
s.

It's the rights that these men and women have
to their country.

they

It is such a turn-off when

as second and third class citizens, Sir.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

For the members that don't know Mr. McMurray,

he runs a Vets Center here.
MR. MC MURRAY:

Viet Vet House, Sir.
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CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Viet Vet House.

I just po

Dave because we do have somebody from the V.A.
think that would be something that the V.A. would be
in looking at.

The individuals in

with a statement, Mr. Neal.

ar and we

I think ... if thi

i

rotten disservice and shame to the
MR. TERRONES:

See I have copies of

Medical copies of the records.

One copy

that

hepatitis and they gave me a copy of this, but I got a
from the Sacramento Medical Clinic or Laboratory when
tests and showing that I have hepatitis, and I'm
Friday for an internist, Dr. Goldstein.

one

He's going to do

reevaluation of if I do have hepatitis, cause I went to
Orange Tests and their still saying that I do not have
with me.

But this has been going on too long.
Thank you, Sir.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Well,

than~

you and we'll

information as we plan to of the information that we
Angeles through the proper Congressman from the area
I don't know if you've dealt with them yet, but ...
MR. TERRONES:

Well, I believe this is one reason

Vietnam veterans have committed suicide.

I bel

stress, it's cause of the negligence of the V.A. are
their stress.

The V.A. is causing a lot of suic

these Vietnam veterans, like myself, or l

my bro

brothers-in-law, my brother-in-law, one of them who wa
he lost a baby last year.
Hospital.

He lost a baby.

It was six months in
He can't get even an
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know, he's

e year in Wadsworth Hospital.
him in touch with one of the

centers
MR

F
brother's name

?

Would you get his

to somebody in LA?
Is this your wife?

MR

's my wife.
Why don't you introduce her?

MR.

I

I didn't hear it.
PAULA

a.
Paula?

MR.

Yes.
want to say, too, we need a lot of

information

cause they're the ones that are suffering.

The kids are

ts and they're going to be like this for

the rest of

need more information so somebody can

help them

needs.
we are really scared of is that I

have my
falling out
children are
Dr. Vannana
he's my off
be possible.

turned f

years old and his hair started

out why.
sorders too.

And it looks like our
And we asked our Dermatologist,

getting exposure and my kid, since
is it possible."

He said, "Yes, it could

natural children and three of them are
had shown, and I got one more baby

already
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and I'm scared and we decided not to have no more kids cause of the
Agent Orange real

came out this year.

We wasn't aware of it before.

Even the one doctor, I got a copy of one doctor,

1968 when I came

out I

that I had super

asthma, I had my chloracne.

He even

my lungs, and they still
just self-imposed.
It's all

's all the

11

me.

They said, "No, it's

to say, "It's self-imposed."

.A. 's

your head."
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. TERRONES:

Are you

No I'm not.

now?

I have too many problems.

got to sleep a lot, and I'm always tired.

I

went to this doctor, my

waist was ... My stomach was 46 inches and a half.
dropped down four inches.

I

Three months ago I

When I came out of Vietnam in 1968 I weighed

145 pounds, three years after I was weighing 220 pounds with a big
swollen stomach.
was

A lot of doctors couldn't figure it out.

of
Now,

I took blood tests, showed a little bacteria, my liver

I went to spec

ists.

I went to a lot

They couldn't figure nothing out.

981, came and Agent Orange came out of the woodwork, now there's

more answers, but our doctors in the Sacramento area and all over the
nation are not
to help

kids?
veterans.

this information to help our kids.
People can't just neglect

generation of

We're here!

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MRS. TERRONES:
too because
can get

who

If I'm going

now, too.

Thank you.
I just want to
IS

going through

the

s are getting this
guy's sperm

a woman

So I wanted to

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

That's okay you can get even with him

vacc
MR. TERRONES:

Thank you.
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CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Mr. Cooper, Eugene Cooper.

Henry, would you be of assistance please?
MR. EUGENE COOPER:

Go ahead.

I was wondering if I could do this a

little bit differently folks?

My name is Eugene Frank Cooper.

a resident of Manteca, California.

I'm

I'm a retired Army First Sergeant,

1977.
Mr. Cooper could you slide the mike

MR. MICHAEL LEAVECK:
toward you just a little bit.
MR. COOPER:

Okay.

It's hard to pick that up.
I retired medically, disability retired

from the United States Army in 1977, for legs, back, and eyes.

I'm

going to give you a little run down on what I've been up against and
what I've been fighting.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Excuse me.

If it's not too much for

you to say, would you say how you received your injuries?
MR. COOPER:

That's what they're trying to figure out.

figured I was blown off of a tank one time.

They

I left a couple of vehicles

while they were moving and under fire, so they figure somewhere along
in there, between '67 and '75, the calcium deposits, the nerve damage
and everything started showing up.
to September '68.

I was in Vietnam from September '67

I was sent back to Vietnam from February, 1970, to

February, '71, and '67-'68 I was in III Corp, which is the Saigon area.
I ran convoys for medical supplies, security, and in '70-'71 I was
stationed outside of Camp Eagle in I Corp up in the D.M.Z., up near the
D.M.Z.
Since my disability retirement from the Army, it has taken me
exactly two and a half years to get V.A. to approve any disability
whatsoever.

It took me two years ... I reverse that ... two years for

V.A., two and a half years for Social Security.
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s not
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you from doing work pr
and walking."
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ly involving si

you talk

Of course, it depends on what

s is from a V.A. doctor.

I

doctor.

mean, from a Soc

counselor,

I work as a ... I'm a volunteer counselor,
and I work in a veterans ... with disabled Amer
and from dif

There

We realize

... "Now I haven't been a supply sergeants

ta Col

are

And that took a lot to figure that out.

1," let's see ... "Though you may be depressed at times,

that

sion

veteran

out of

groups that send them to me--Amer

GI Forum is one of them, down in Stockton.
We've got a lot of
're

and

you're talking
or

Blue.

of
when

these towns that are
own
comes to

t even know
White

We don't have any way to
don't trust the

You
want to

k to 'em about seeing V.A. or Social Security,
to you.
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don't even

Ninety percent of the veterans that I see today pack a
loaded gun--every place they go.

It's underneath their pillow--these

people aren't playing games.

They think that everybody's out to get

'em, they have so withdrawn.

These guys are hurting, and there's no

way anybody's getting information.

The suicide rate is steadily

climbing; if you go up into the hills and there are ..• well, I have
friends that have a cabin up in Bear Valley, and I know two Vietnam
veterans up there that ..• they don't even talk to people.

They haven't

been down to a city the size of over 500 people in over three years.
They won't leave.

Nobody believes 'em.

When you go into V.A.--I'll give you an example of what
happened to me.

When I go into V.A. and I tell 'em "Hey listen, I'm

depressed, I'm getting uptight.
time coping with it."

Let's do something.

I'm having a hard

They send me to the psychologist, whose solution

is I should have an active sex life.

That's how he answers my problems.

When they treat me for acne, the rash on my back and my legs,
the doctor told me I should take a bath more often, or change my bar of
soap.

I've used every type of soap they make.

It hasn't gone away yet.

I've just now been informed that I probably have a tumor
behind my right eye, and they'll be examining me starting Friday to find
out what's causing my vision loss.
I have had approximately 93 job interviews.

I'm rated anywhere

from a GS-7 to GS-9, in nine different fields: counseling, supply
management, property management, photography--still and motion picture;
I have two certificate programs, in counseling and one in photography.
I'm still looking for a job.

Since 1977 I have worked exactly 28 days.

I am not dead.

I have feelings and I have emotions.

I got me left.

V.A. has helped--I finally got my disability, I can live,
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I've lost a family.

I'm drawing a hundred percent.
Where's it going to stop?
citizens.

You know, we are not second class

We feel guilty because we went to that war.

because we survived and our friends didn't.

We feel guilty

Now we feel guilty because

this country says this war didn't happen, put you underneath the rug
and you

there.

You're not going to put me underneath the rug;

you're go

to hear me.

That's what I told Social Security--you're

going to hear me.

You're going to listen to me.

for these people.

They need to learn how to handle the stress and how

to cope with daily life.
society.

We need counseling

They need to learn how to enter back into

I work out of Head Rest in Modesto.

to help get 'em started.

They send me to groups

This just started with Mike down there.

You've got so many people that're being effected, you're
going to have--you think it's bad now, you wait 'til these young kids
that are coming up get out there in society, the battered wives and
the battered kids.

It's going to be a domino effect.

, 750 thousand of us now; you just got started.
go

You may have,

You think it's

to cost you a lot of money, now, you wait 'til 10, 15 years from

now,

these kids that're taught right now, because the only thing
know is what their daddy does, or their mother does.

to have a domino effect.
go

You're going

You think it costs money now--you wait.

It's

to cost even more.
You've got battered wives, you've got battered children, you

need counseling for them ... these women don't know what's going on.
They think they're married to a freak.
He can't stand crowds.

He don't want to be around anybody.

want to listen to anybody.
his back.

And he thinks he's a freak.
He doesn't

He sleeps with, you know, with the wall to

He's scared of everybody.
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The first question I ask when I
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You went
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se guys were gonna work.
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a unit.

you

you
You

a boat over to war
know how

We re not

s

to the

the

s
t to the

s
f

between

our transportation systems from World War I, World War II, and the
Korean Police Action.

We could move troops faster by air.

can't move the brain to function that way.
problems.

And yet you don't know why.

have depression.

But you

It won't. You've got

We have a guilt complex.

We

The doctor say, "Well, you could solve your depression

if you had a more active sex li

"

I really am having trouble with

this.
We need education, we need to get the word out to people.
We need to educate the public, we need to educate the Vietnam veteran
of what's going on.

I don't care if he sat at a desk in Saigon.

As

we used to call them, ''Saigon Warriors", or he beat the rice paddies.
It's no different.

The stress was there.

You didn't know who your

friend was or who your enemy was.
We need to get jobs for some of these people.
veterans that have had 80 jobs in the last 10 years.

Nine divorces.

It's not just one, we're talking about hundreds of 'em!
s.

We've got

They can't

They can't keep--they're scared to have kids, after some

small article in the newspaper, hey ... they don't want to have kids.
We need the coun

ing, we need to get the word out--and I'm not

about San Francisco, or Sacramento, or Stockton, or L.A.
talking about them hills over there.

Them mountains over there.

I'm
You've

so many veterans hiding up in there that won't read a newspaper.
They don't trust the Establishment.

They don't trust the State.

They

don't trust anybody.
One of the favorite questions I get asked by V.A. that really
itates me is, one, "What kind of drugs do you take that are not
prescribed by us, and how much booze do you drink?"

I don't drink.

asked V.A. for a ... what they called a TNS unit, which is a nerve-
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go

A cha

than a
a lot

makes

eas

for me, I don't have

f
're go

go

to do
The 1

to make

now.
s you've heard 1

e

vete

You're

se

have to do

f

had one
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never
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Those VC
so far,
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weapons

off

s

a crack shot, and
off

when
You've

s
lks.
veteran

not dead.

I

know, I feel
s us that way.
a job, and
s

I ask for

an application.
outs

"Sorry, the job's full."

the door, the next guy goes

been turned down

I

wanted to hire me.

I wheel outside and wait

and gets an application.

S

Board every time an employer

They will not insure me.

these are real people's lives.

We're not playing games--

you.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. COOPER:

I've

you.

Any questions?

If you want to read a book, I suggest you get

it.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. COOPER:

What's that?

The DAV puts it out.

Disorders of the Vietnam Veteran.
in our counseling.

Thank you.

!-1R. STEVE ANDROFF:

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Steve Androff?

How do you do?

How do you do?

Thank you all for being

s is a serious situat

Thank you all for being here.

I don't have a lot of time to elaborate,
I'm going to be here tomorrow.

I am a victim of Agent Orange poisoning.
years.

MR. ANDROFF:

Why'd you say that, Steve?

I went on a hunger strike for 53 days.

Vice President of the Veterans' Coalition.
have some very ser
old school
Mr.

I have been in this effort

Although I have not found a doctor I can trust.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

that

Steve?

Speak right into the mike, will you, Steve?

I don't want to take a lot of time.

for e

That's what we use

recorder won't pick it up.
MR. ANDROFF:

And

your DAV rep.

Thank you.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Otherwise

The Post-Traumatic Stress

problems.

I am

Ladies and Gentlemen, we

These are not the crybaby syndrome,

s calls us.
Nimmo, current director of the Veterans Administration
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who is ... I don't know how he got his job ... I guess Ronald Reagan ...
he s one of Ronald Reagan's buddies ... had
Today Show and
than teenage acne.
hearings.

was no more serious

the Agent

One day after that, we went to ... had Congressional

Dr. Shepard was there, Mr.

couldn't answer our
los

audacity to come out on

the

latest that I got.

They

We asked them if they were afraid of
I showed

j

) was there.

em the sores on my body.

This is the

This is dated, to me, "Dear Mr. Androff.

In

reference to your request, July 9th," this is a request I made about,
I'd say around February 6th, last year.

"I regret to inform you that

the Veterans Administration does not have any medical records on file;
however, I am ordering copies to all records that we do have on file,
I hope

closing will be ... " and this is crap.
This is all, you know, college stu

from my vet rep up in Redding, Californ
who's doing her best.
That's how

This is Virg

funding is in Shasta ... they don't even have a Vietnam

how bad it is up there.
Thousands.

That's county funded.

And they're pissed off, too.
And Virgin

stress from dealing with these

with del

You know what I got when I went there?
disturbing the peace warrant.
I got one for jumping an OR.

They have no place
's

... she's got
stress.

I had some petty-assed

Then it turned into another warrant, so
I was on

way to L.A. to have an

appointment at a V.A. hospital because I was suf
Orange.

That's

You know how many Vietnam veterans there are

to go, no outreach centers, no funding.
del

Miller,

She doesn't always ... she's the only one there.

veteran in their Veterans Affairs office.

up there?

and old school, and it's

I waited six months for this appo

and this is the God's truth and I'll swear to
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so bad from Agent
When I got there-in a court of law--

when I got there, I was checked in.
psychiatric evaluation.

They gave me my vital signs test and everything,

I was told to wait for a doctor.
was s

I was checked out through

there wa

Somehow they changed shifts and I

for a doctor, and the guy that was behind the

desk says, "What do you want?" like this.
for a doctor."

He

I said, "Well, I'm waiting

, "What's the doctor's name?"

's name--I've been

dozens of times.

stuff grow on my face

I didn't know the

You think I'd let this

trying to get it taken care of?

And

these are our hospitals supposedly?
I think I referred to Mr. Robert Nimmo, as "ignorance at its
precipice."
hire

I'll

to his face.

If Ronald Reagan is that lame to

s dude to take care of our problems, then he obviously doesn't

have my support.

I've dealt with him before.

I wrote him ... all the

Governors--when he was Governor ... the governors were sending their
their states state flags.
wasn't

I wrote him a letter, because I

one, and he sent me a letter, which I found out later, I've

seen f

other ones mimeographed just like it, says, "Although I am
of

f

job young California men are doing in this difficult

s

, we do not have any funds in our State budget for the allocation

of

to our servicemen."

to

Unquote.

s is Ronald Reagan.

I'll say

s
CHAI~~N

FLOYD:

MR. ANDROFF:

We have a problem, Sir ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. ANDROFF:

Steve, we pretty much know Ronald Reagan.

... but, you know, there's nothing ...

What's going to be done?

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
of Mr.

Ni~~o,

or

this Committee can do about the employment
else.

What we can do, and the reason we're

testimony, is because we have a
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ll before us that we're going to

try to involve the State in a program on Agent Orange.
MR. ANDROFF:

I know that ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

We're limited to what we do.

We're not the

feds.
MR. ANDROFF:

These guys are dying.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

We're aware of that.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. ANDROFF:

And I'm dying of it.

Excuse me, could I just ...

I don't ... yeah, I got six dollars on myself.

Six dollars to my name, and I'm Vice President of the Veterans Coalition.
And we're ... we're working out of ... first night I got back to Los
Angeles, I went to Venice Beach where I live now.

I live down ... Vietnam

veterans, man, live down there, man ... and they have their recons, man,
and they control all the aluminum recycling.
cans.

Nobody gets in their trash

And they camp out there on the beach, Man.

They're out in the bush.

They're cool, Man.

And now they're talking these things called

loads, I don't know, it's four codine and a dime of something and it's
like, smack.
take

They don't like messing with needles now.

They just

s now.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

What do you take, Steve?

MR. ANDROFF: ·They're out there suf
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. ANDROFF:

What do you take for your problem?

What?

ASSEMBLYWOMAN NRIGHT:
MR. ANDROFF:

ing.

What do you take for your problem?

What, my Agent Orange Problem?

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Yeah, what do you take?

anything?
MR. ANDROFF:

No.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

You don't take anything?

- 100 -

Do you take

MR. ANDROFF:

No.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
you say that?

You said you don't trust any doctors.

You have to go to some doctors.

Suppose we

wanted to give you an examination?
~m.

ANDROFF:

Okay, I got this volunteer diagnosis from this

guy, I think his name is Dr. Miller at Wadsworth, sitting back and
, "Oh, well, he's got ... " almost seven years ago ... "We all get
a 1

acne now and then, don't we?"
You better check me out.

else?"

11

And I says, "Hey, buddy, come

He says, "Oh, you want to see someone

I wait ... you know what happened to me after I waited six months

to go to this appointment and I had a warrant out for my arrest for
this petty speaking out on Vietnam veterans' rights up there in ... okay,
I'm going to tell you the whole story right now because this thing's
going to--I'm going to have to get some lawyers, and the biggest names
town.

Okay.

I went and I got beat up and handcuffed--! still got

scars--by three security guards, thrown out on my face into the
while I was handcuffed.
appo

This when I was waiting for my

after I was checked into the hospital already.

swear to it in the court of law.

And I'll

And there is going to be a big

stigation--I'm going to hire the biggest people, I'm not going to-I

had threats already, and I will not stop.

I'm a concerned Californ
Base;

I came here because

, I just got back from Montague US Air Force

are storing chemicals up there in those bunkers.

They are

poisoning our children with that defoliant, and I will not stop 'til I
get to the bottom of this problem.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. ANDROFF:

Thank you.

I will be back tomorrow.
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CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Good.

ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:

Suzanne Hopkins?

Whenever you get one who wants to talk

bad about Ronald Reagan, I'll vote him five more minutes.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

And I'll give another ten.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

You watch yourselves, fellows.

Then

I'm going to ask for fifteen minutes equal time.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Oh Christ, you've already got it.

Cathie,

you get (Inaudible) time.
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER:
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

She knows how to tear us up, don't she?

Go ahead.

Identify yourself and your

address, please, for the record.
MS. SUZANNE HOPKINS:
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MS. HOPKINS:

My name is Suzanne Hopkins ...

Speak right into the old ...

I should be an old hand at this by now.

would like to say thank you very much to

~1r.

Steve Androff.

been through an awful lot since May, the 20th.

I

He has

He was voluntary ...

voluntarily, spontaneously and through great sacrifice to himself gone
without food to show his fellow veterans the kinds of troubles they are
all having.

He did a lot of good in Washington, D.C., and he, right

now, is suffering just like so many hundreds of thousands of men across
the United States are suffering.

It might not always come across the

way it does in the court of law, but his truth is as true as any
testimony you'll hear here.

I think he deserves a big round of sympathy

for being able to get up and say what he said.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MS. HOPKINS:

He's got it.

Okay.

My name is Suzanne Hopkins.

I am the

widow of James Hopkins who drove his Jeep through the V.A. hospital
last March.

We went to a Vietnam Veterans Day rally in Austin, Texas
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where besides physically declaring war on the V.A. he told the fellow
Texans that we had to stand together to defend against the V.A.
home--less than 36 hours later he was dead.

We got

So I am his widow.

There are very few issues--oh, I live in Malibu, by the way.
Malibu Canyon.

Few issues have caused as much concern among Vietnam

veterans as Agent Orange, the other phenoxy herbicides, and this is
probably just the tip of a very, very toxic iceberg of health detriments.
Vietnam veterans were exposed not only to Agent Orange and toxic dioxin,
but Agent Blue, which had arsenic in it; you remember "Arsenic and Old
Lace," or putting arsenic in the wallpaper so it would slowly kill you?
This is the same arsenic we're talking about.

Medicines such as dapsone--

not in case you got malaria but to maybe keep you from getting it.

It

is extremely dangerous drug, and regular blood tests were not done on
the recipients of dapsone.

There are many, many other drugs, chemicals,

environmental hazards and conditions that the men were exposed to.
Agent Orange is a symbol as well as a true poison.

Throughout Vietnam,

whether you were in combat or not, the men and women that were there
were exposed to things you would not want your children exposed to.

And

yet, and I ... if you, Mr. Tucker, I know that you are quite curious of
the various different kinds of symptoms that the men show up with that
seem to be totally diverse, and yet are found over, and over, and over
again.

If you're interested, I have information on that for you.
Texas is far ahead of us in some respects.

They have some of

the most patriotic veterans in the United States, but my God, we have
more.

And ours are just as patriotic, and yet, just like Pennsylvania,

Texas has adopted a bill ... that bill, if I can find it ... make the
State, in our case, it would have been the University System.

A

physician can examine the families, the husbands, the children of these
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people and

it to a State agency.
It's not what does Agent Orange cause, but how many things

are

semen

fer

from...

of

out, not separating them

, not a

fferent

seases.

These

fering--and woman--from problems that are very wide spread.

men are

It's like cancer.

Cancer of the skin is not at all like cancer of the

colon and yet it is called the same thing.
poisons are do

the same thing.

these

Agent

neurological

It's ef

and men are coming up with bizarre behavior problems as well
as herpes zoster, where your whole face is broken out because of nerves.
It has not been proven but my husband's deafness was probably
due to audiotory nerve damage from Agent Orange
his hearing was fine.

the rest of

The neurologist found that he had no

iotory

nerve and yet when he went into the Marine Corp he had audiotory nerves.
The State of California has to be able to at least stand up
to Texas.

We have the care.

We have the best doctors

We have some of the finest legislators.
We

the world.

We need a bill like this.

to pass the bill and we need to make a very comprehensive study

and evaluations of the symptoms and the possible cures and not kick
veterans out because they don't have the
If they even believe they're expo

purple card.
to

-Robert

Niw~o

in

s

confirmation hearings said, "We've got to examine real or preceived
problems."

If these people only

suffering.

And the State of Cali

they're suf

ing, then they're

ia certainly owes

to

veterans to pass a bill to make this true.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Any questions for Mrs. Hopkins?

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

How long was your husband in the service?
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MRS. HOPKINS:
f

1966

My husband was a Marine.
, of 1969.

sed

vJRIGHT:
J11RS
I

HOPKINS:

He went in on the 19th

Were you

No I was not.

suf

to him at that time?

I only met him two years ago.
my nose broken.

I

up
was

1 of a sudden
realized

also a

many of his brothers are suffering.

had

he was two years old because he did
ld

a

beat me,

He beat

1

one

not be battered.
did you stay with him if he battered

see that he had lost control.

Because I
state

he d

a cohol,
came back to

He was abjectly

s senses, and it was a whole
times I saw him suicidal were

express

after he saw

he had done to me.
he was not

not even know who I was,

is very common.

ferent

was

s first wife just like

he was alive, but now that

never told anyone

WRIGHT:

sorry

So Christopher, Jim's

who probably passed on genetic damage, but

know

's

There's

some reason these veterans

ones closes to them.

lt out on

had to
no

found out that he is very, very

t involved, and

son, not

was the only one

He thought he was the only one that couldn't

go out

take this

I suffered my

s from anyone else, but

and he thought

s

common, and

He joined in January,

He was doing it to the enemy.

control of.

05

It

WRIGHT:

to go to a psychiatrist?

Did you get

Yes, as a matter of

one week before he
we were

I

realized we couldn't
, so we had to

t live without
ern.

s that is helping

's one of

stress problems,

can find a

them to get help,

cares.

Jim was learning

veteran that's almost impossible.

He was

the Marine Corps tore out of him when
lling and he was final

and replaced it with
love.

need this.

There are many men

WRIGHT:

it would happen to

I would irnag

men from the service.
, but they

WRIGHT:

the sticky end of

I don't disagree

th that.
islate love.

It's true, but you can

I would like to have a copy of the Texas

Certa

f

s

We ve

you, Curtis.

copies of

in conclusion

would like to say one

of a man dressed up like a Montagnard.
but nobody wanted them to know it.
who can blend

s

, reason, and courage in
ises of American

s and the
Kennedy

6 -

"The

1966

and it's just as true

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
testimony.

Mr.

Thank you.

We have no further list of

, do you care to address the Committee today?

MR. MC MURRAY

At

pleasure of the Committee Chairman,

s
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Like to.

MR. MC MURRAY:

Thank you.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Thank you.

MR. MCMURRAY:
your disposal, S

Thank you, Chairman Floyd.

I'm basically at

Whatever you want to start on, or whatever you want

that's relevant information about either Agent Orange .. .
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
your cl

No, I didn't know tha·t you ... we had one of

's today and I know that you've been dealing with particularly

this area, and bas

ly, I think a wrap-up on this Agent Orange Hearings

that we've had several on.
than most of us

I think you've probably got more experience

area

just if you

deal

with a variety of veterans, so,

to add to close the hearings.

MR. MC MURRAY:
the Vet House have
through

Okay.

On

Age~t

Orange, specifically, we at

formal written submissions and have followed

the

e

approximate

2,700 Agent Orange physicals.

We instituted the program of Agent Orange intake physicals with the V.A.
ional.
z.
to

I'm

Sacramento's V.A. Outpatient Clinic,

When we

Vet House.

a fluke of circumstances a number of people came
We had initially intended to provide information,

example, about
out, and

s

tort claims to about 200 people.

Word of mouth

how many Vietnam Veterans and effected family members
area.

are just

s immed

people

the Vet House.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

During January, we processed 5,400

Just in the Sacramento area?

MR. MC MURRAY

was no
we went
us a
run

a couple hundred

0

one
Vet House,
word

us some

of

twe

we

is an old two-

f mouth

a lot further.

went

lite
s

2

00 wr

po
to

"

The unoffic
're not eating."
s

we don't have
re

veterans
and
went to
I

s these

m

s

tten requests for the free

l 8

Med

,

f

Dr. Grecu, who I didn't
s

with the
veterans.

I said,

see what we
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Dealing with the medical aspects of Agent Orange is crucial.
with the medical aspects--I'm talking about the medical aspects
Stress Disorder, both Agent Orange and Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder are as genuine, as rateable, as observable, and as
treatable as cancer.

And unfortunately they're both as lethal as

cancer.
I appreciate the time, Assemblyman Floyd; I appreciate the
of this committee.

I talked to one of your Assembly people

south this morning, and he said the response to hearings down
there has not been a dog-and-pony show, has not been a lot of this and
that.

It's real.

It's crucial.

It's essential that we do this with

credibility, with validity, and do it with a little bit of dignity.
I said, "What should I do?
?"

I didn't send anything back to the

He said, "You'd better get your ... " if you know who I'm

about ....
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. MC MURRAY:

Nolan.
He said, "You'd better get your butt there

or I'll kick it all the way up there when I get back,"

so ... I

your time.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

We're glad you did, Dave, and yeah, we have

hearings that have been set up basically to give us some information.
That information will relay itself into legislation, and there's this
of us

can explain to other Members where we're at, and why we

this is necessary.
been helpful to me.

Everybody's been really good.

Testimony has

I'm sure it's been helpful to the other Members.

Tomorrow morning at 9:30 we're going to go back into Delayed Stress in
s same room.
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MR. MC MURRAY:

Sir, if you want anything on Delayed Stress,

then it's my .•..
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

I was just an enlisted man, David.

That

'Sir' ••..
MR. MC MURRAY:
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

What?
That 'Sir' is tough for me.

I was just an

enlisted man.
MR. MCMURRAY:

I

In that sense, could I read this •.. just one

extra .••.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. MCMURRAY:
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. MC MURRAY:

Sure.
Then I'd like Mike to .•. Mr. Leaveck, to ....
"Mike" is good enough, too.
So he can copy some of this.

Okay, this is

the diagnostic criterion for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, PG 21, -one
Section 0-Twelve ... do you have this stuff yet?

I'll give it to you.

Okay, it does say when they're talking about Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder or what we commonly see in the media ... CHIPS had it on week
before last ... of Vietnam Syndrome, that sort of stuff, there is no
such bird as Vietnam Syndrome.

What we're living and what's happening

is Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.
I wanted to say this and then leave it at that for my imput ...
"When this disorder is initially manifested during service and recorded
in service department clinical records, generally under such outdated
terminology as quote 'shell shock, or combat fatigue' unquote, or words
of similar import, there should be no hesitancy in granting service
connection even though there may be a lapse of considerable period of
time between the psychic trauma and its chronic manifestations."
and the rest of the criterion is here if you'd like it.

-

11 Q

-

Okay,

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. MCMURRAY:

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Thank you.

If there's any need, Sir, I'll be here

Appreciate it if you would.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

't

Thank you, Mr. Floyd.

I wouldn't think of having a witness if you

just one question.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

d

Could I say just this one question?

Yes, Mrs. Wright?

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

We'll take it.

Well, I let you go with a couple I

' t ask any.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Shoot.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Dave, if we were going toret up any

of program--I'll go back to the DVOP that we had in the first
e of sess
listened to

of the Committee.

It seemed at first when I first

DVOP program, it seemed that basically he was trying to

employment

the veterans.

Then thpt was followed by the fact

that so many times you get them a job, and they couldn't hold a job.
Do you

that maybe this DVOP program in some way, since it is an
program, that it really should be zeroed-in more on a one-two

s

of first, handling this counseling situation, where

fellow would
you got into
a

that he is indeed a person and that he is ... before
of placing them in a job?

't solved the first problem, he's going to lose out

and then he's

that many more steps behind again.

MR. MCMURRAY:

It's really hard for me to give a pat answer

that would be universally applicable.
hand,

Because you place 'em

I do now that, in going hand in

veteran--we veterans have justifiable paranoia about institutions.
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We've been burned.

You know, when we were 19 we were told we were

winning and this was a good cause.
we weren't.

And now--then later we were told

So we have reinforcement for a little bit of mistrust.

It's hard to institutionalize caring.
sometimes create institutionalize caring.
create institutions.

I think great ideas

I think great ideas sometimes

Very seldom do institutions create great ideas.

How to reach the veterans that care is a very tenuous thing.

If we

weren't--if the Vet House wasn't an off-the-beat, off-the-wall sort of
rundown ghetto two-story permanent hootch, I don't know if it would
have the credibility to the 9,000 folks that have come through.
The only parallel I can think of is somebody told me, "Christ,
they're offering me money.

If I'm sitting here starving and I'm

sitting here because my body is wracked with pain, it doesn't matter if
it's ten dollar bills or thousand dollar bills, if they stuff 'em in
my mouth.

I can't swallow those."

about ... I don't know.

So I don't know if, if we're talking

It's a frustration for me, Ma'am, because I

don't know ... I think personally, we have to demonstrate--we, we the
people of this State, of this area, or our families have to demonstrate
a basic concern and readiness to accept change.
I'm feeling something here because you've heard a lot of the
misery and a lot of the sorrow and a lot of the grief that it means to
be a Vietnam veteran, and for our sense a Vietnam veteran is that
military person that was in that situation.
in a vacuum.

The veteran did not exist

He had a family of origin, and a family of procreation.

And for us, the significant others--the women, the children, the parents-are as much veterans, as much survivors, and as much disabled as that
person that served in the military.

How do you legislate and mandate

that now the State of California, the people will start caring?
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I just

s

And

m

the

it also points at the thing that we function with so damn much stress,
it just is at that point ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. MC MURRAY:

He was convenient.
Yeah.

In Post-Traumatic Stress, I hope that

if people don't--I will stick around if people don't cover it--it
certainly needs to be covered, the Post-Traumatic Stress on the family.
So ....
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. MC MURRAY:

I hope you do.
Thank you, Sir.

- 123 -

Thank you very much.

Mr.
I am James

, I

sh to

literature
on

del

Mr.
s

knees,

and

ach-

ness

exanger,
ar, sadne

of

non-veterans
of

I

, California beat and shot at his wife.

One of the reasons

for this tragic incident was the struggle with psychological
(delayed stress syndrome) related to service in Korea and
Our society and the Veterans Administration in particular
must

in the responsibility of this action.

As you are aware,

, there are thousands of less fortunate Vietnam Veterans
psychological problems •

•

Finally, Mr. Chairman, in summation I would agree with William R.
Corson in stating that, "The Department of Defense's only product
is a veteran.

They made him and if we're not willing to pay the

hidden costs of war, we better not fight wars.

Man is the ultimate

weapon system, and we've got to learn how to treat him.

We can't

just use him, then toss him away."
Mr. Chairman, I wish to submit this letter as part of the record
Assembly Select Committe on Veterans Affairs hearings being
he
que

Sacramento, California, August 5, and 6.

If you have

~ny

, please contact me at (714) 536-7825, or (714)831-4540.
Sincerely,
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James Stanley Chanoski
Vietnam Veteran

E. Floyd
tol Room 2167
acramento CA 95814
Attent
Susan Duncan
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